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Over-matched 
By Aldis Dunbar 
PERCHANCE will Hate, for me, 


Transform a lover to an enemy. 
Yet never, till time end, 
Can aught but Love turn foe into a friend! 
Erik, Pa, 











Religion Not a Gift 


A-man is expected to obey the law whether he 


has a ‘‘ gift’’ for doing so or not. Even if his every 
feeling and inclination are against his paying any at- 
tention to the laws of his state and nation, he knows 
that that fact will not be taken into account by the 
authorities to whom he is responsible. Therefore 
most men are law-keepers rather than law-breakers ; 
somehow or other they manage to acquire the law- 
abiding habit, no matter what their heredity and en- 
vironment and personal tastes are. Nor. does any 
one deem this an achievement of special merit. But 
when it comes to the higher law of a man’s real life, his 
spiritual life, the law of which all civil law is but a faint 
reflection, then men talk as though one’s interest in and 
obedience to that were largely a question of personal and 
involuntary inclination. If a man happens to be 
born with a ‘‘religious’’ temperament, he is likely to 
be ‘‘very religious’’ as he grows up. If he has not 
that mysterious ‘‘ gift,’’ of course you cannot expect 
him to be interested in religion. Why not? What 
is ‘‘religion”' ? It simply denotes that which binds 
us to the Creator and Law-Maker. of the universe. 
The way to. get ic is to do his will, His laws are so 
plain that those who run may read. Their keeping 
is just as simple a matter as the keeping of civil-law, 
—and even plainer as a duty. They can be kept 
only in the strength of Him who saves men from the 
penalty ot their breaking , but that strength-1s offered 
to ali. Let us have done with the senseless, cow- 


ardly talk about religion as a matter of temperament. 
Such talk is a subterfuge that profits a man just as 
much as would the same plea offered. to a magistrate 
in extenuation of petty larceny. 


x 
The Weakness of Our Strength 


There are times when man's own greatest strength 
counts for nothing. Though he may summon every 


‘ounce of energy and power and resistance that he has, 


he feels things going against him so surely that he 
knows that there can be but one end. Those are the 
times when God longs to help, and when he can 
help if man will let him. Then that which was 
stronger than all the powers of man is turned aside 
by the slightest touch of the power of God. Whether 
it was temptation, or illness, or financial pressure, or 
any other disaster that threatened, the least hint of 
God's presence counts more in averting the danger 
than all the concentrated resources of the man. For 
‘«the weakness of God is stronger than men,’’ wrote 
one whose own personal strength and force of will 
were as far beyond the average man’s as was his 
working knowledge of God’s resources. Paul had 
learned to value his own prodigious strength apart 
from God at its true worthlessness ; and he had come 
to realize that the least particle of God’s power out- 
weighed all the forces of the world and the Devil. 


ZZ 
Using Only What We Have 


Living within one’s income is not a question of the 
size of the income, but of the attitude and the habit 
of the individual. One who chronically spends just a 
little more than he has from a small income: is likely 
to feel that if the amount of that small over-draft 
were added to his income he would then easily avoid 
debt. On the contrary, his debt would be likely to 
increase with his income. If he has not acquired the 
hadit of living within his income when both his re- 
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Building the 


O MANY problems present themselves to the 
young man about to carry out his cherished 
dream of taking to the new home the young 

woman who has promised to share his life with him, 
that he is apt to give too little thought to the family 
altar. The house is to be bought or rented, the fur- 
niture is to be selected, plans are to be made for the 
evenings after marriage. Such subjects as_ these 
occupy the thoughts of. the young people, and hour 
after hour is spent in their discussion, to the exclusion 
of other matters more vital to their happiness and 
usefulness. 

Sometimes, however, the question of family worship 
is not crowded out. One young man in a Western 
city made up his mind that he would take advantage 
of God's invitation to worship and praise him in the 
home. But he felt that he did not know how to 
begin. In his perplexity he wrote for counsel to The 
Sunday School Times. And now he permits the 
letter-and the reply to be shared with other readers. 
This was his appeal : 

‘*While my mother was always very religiously 
inclined, and maintained a strict watch over ts chil- 
dren, yet it. can. hardly be said I was raised: in a 
Christian home:; that is, we- never had family wor- 
ship, nor: did we have the blessing’ over meat, nor any 
of those observances so dear to the heart ot the Chris- 
tian. |-So. you ‘can. see I am very-ignorant on such 


matters of vital importance. My question, or dilemma, 
is -this: In the near future I-am to have a home of 
my own, and I want it to be a Christian home. 


But 


ceipts and expenditures are small, why should he 
expect that habit to become suddenly his when re- 
ceipts move to a larger scale? Expenditures are sure 
to go up accordingly. Habit is not changed in a day, 
though incomes are. The man who, on a thousand- 
dollar income, regularly runs from fifty to a hundred 
dollars into debt, would be likely to run at least five 
hundred dollars into debt on a five-thousand-dollar 
income. The only remedy is resolutely and rigidly 
to refuse to spend what is not yet in hand. If every- 
thing is foregone except such necessities as one’s 
present, not future, resources will buy, then one is 
not likely to go into debt. It takes determination to 
do this, if one has formed the other disastrous habit. 
It takes costly self-denial. But nothing costs as much 


as debt. 
x 
The Great Catastrophe 


There is only one catastrophe to dread. It 
is not money-loss, or body-maiming, or death of self 


or friend. Any of these so-called disasters may be 
richest blessing. It is the catastrophe of God's will 
defeated. There can be no greater tragedy in any 


life to-day than that God's will for that life shall be 
made of no effect. Yet this greatest of all disasters is ° 
the commonest of all disasters; so common, that 
even Christ's own followers think little of it. Every 
time we depart just a little from the duty that we 
know is ours, or leave a duty undone, or do a distinct 
wrong, we precipitate a calamity than which there is 
none greater : we make God's will for us at that mo- 
ment a failure. It is true that Christ's redemption 
does not permit these daily tragedies to mark us for 
the eternal death that is their logical result. But it is 
equally true that even Christ's redemption does not 
restore to us the lost opportunities of doing God's will. 
We shall have fresh opportunities, but never again 
those that we trampled under foot. How earnestly 
should we pray each morning that God will keep this 
day free from the irreparable loss of crossing his will ! 
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Home Altar 


my want of knowledge as to how this should be con- 
ducted is my reason for seeking enlightenment from 
you. The young lady who is to be my wife is very 
religious,—a Methodist. In fact, we are both of that 
faith, and I am sure she would be greatly disappointed 
if I did not insist on our home being a Christian home 
from the start.’’ 

How fortunate these two are! For they are united, 
not only by their affection- for each other, but by 
their love to God and their desire to serve him! 
When both are eager for the family altar, surely 
there can be no thought of crowding it*out of the home 
made theirs by the blessing of him who loves his 
children. 

The writer of the letter is wise in determining to 
begin family worship at once when the new home is 
made. Husband and wife should bow together not 
merely on the first day, but at the first moment they 
two can be alone with God. Let them sit down and 
read together, for instance, John 2: 1-11: ‘‘ And 
there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, ... and 
Jesus was bidden.’’ Then bowing together in prayer, 
let them teli God how happy they are, how eager for 
his presence, how they want him to be a guest in 
their home. 

Then, at the first meal, they will desire to thank 
him for his goodness, and to ask that the food may 
be blessed as they receive it. ‘* We thank thee, 
Lord, for this provision for our needs. Bless us as 
we eat, and give us strength for thy service,’’—is a 
simple blessing for use at table. Some such form as 
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this may prove useful to those who have not been 
accustomed to asking the blessing at table. But they 
will probably vary it, unconsciously, until they are 
independent of any form. ; 

At the hour for family worship,—in some homes 
this is before breakfast and before supper ; in others, 
after breakfast and at bed-time,—let the Bible first be 
read, The daily readings on the Sunday-school les- 
suns may be followed, with the lesson itself on Sunday 
morning. Or it may seem better to use the daily 
reading of the Christian Endeavor Society, Epworth 
League, or Baptist Young People’s Union. One set 
of passages may be followed in the morning, while 
the other is used in the evening. If it is the wish to 
read consecutively, a psalm may be taken in the 
morning, and a chapter from the Gospels in the even- 
ing ; or the Bible may be read through in course, 
beginning at Genesis in the morning, and at Matthew 
in the evening. Sometimes the husband may read, 
sometimes the wife, or the verses of the passage may 
be read alternately. 

Let the prayer that follows the reading be the 
simple outpouring of the hearts of the worshipers, It 
will be a mistake to strive for fine language, or to 
make a prayer modeled on the prayers of others. Let 
it be a simple talk with God about the love for him 
of those who pray ; about their need of him, in home, 
in business, and among their friends ; about their 
purpose to do his will, their eagerness for service, 
their longing for a blessing for others. Sometimes 
there will be petitions for the church of which the 
worshipers are members, for their pastor, for their 
fellow-members, and for those who do not know 
God. All the petitions should be definite ; nothing 
should be said unless: it is really meant. Never 
should the prayer become a mere repetition of empty 
words, ; 

Very profitably there may be variations in the 
service. Sometimes the prayer may be closed by the 
use of the Lord's prayer in concert. If either hus- 
band or wife is musical, there will be a great gain in 
singing one or more familiar hymns on Sunday eve- 
ning, or, it may be, on a week-night. 

It will sometimes seem difficult to observe the cus- 
tom. But family worship, once begun, should not 
be omitted at any time. Is there sickness in the 
home? Let prayer be offered at the bedside to him 
who is to-day present with those who suffer, as he 
was centuries ago: in the homes of Galilee. Is the 


breakfast delayed, because some one has overslept ?- 


Let not dread of reaching work a little late lead to 
the attempt to save time by omitting worship. Time 
saved in this way is apt to prove time lost before the 
day is done. Is company present, and does it seem 
embarrassing to speak of family worship to those who, 
perhaps, are not accustomed to it? Do not fear 
that friends may think the observance strange if they 
are told it is the custom in the home to have family 
worship, and that the hour has come. No need to 
ask permission ; husband and wife are in their own 
home ; let them go ahead! Who can tell but that 
your family altar will be the means used by God to 
bring to Christ a friend for whom you have been 
praying? Instances of conversion under just such 
circumstances are known to many. 

Sometimes young people who are a little timid 
about beginning family worship are glad to have a 
book of prayers for use in the home. There is a 
booklet prepared by the pastors of the churches of 
Oak Park, Illinois, in which prayers for a month are 
given.' Other books are: Bourdillon’s ‘‘ Helps to 
Family Worship’’ ($1.00), Hart's ‘*‘ Manual of Short 
Daily Prayers for the Family’’ (60 cents), and Pow- 
ell’'s ‘* Family Prayers’’ (50 cents) ‘*The Book of 
Common Prayer’’ (20 cents), and the Presbyterian 
‘‘Common Worship’’ (40 cents) give forms of 
prayers for use on special occasions, —in time of 
sickness, or bereavement, when a member of the 
family is leaving home, or in time of great perplexity. 
These books and others like them may be of help for 
a time, but frequently they will be discarded by 
reason of a desire to make the prayers more per- 
sonal, 

A minister who has had the joy of asking God’s 
blessing on the marriage of scores of young people 
has, in almost every case, spoken to them of the 
privilege of beginning and closing the day, not 
merely by jersonal devotional Bible reading and 
prayer, but also by joining in both reading and prayer 
—husband and wife together uniting in the wor- 
ship of Him whose blessing they asked at their mar- 
riage, who promised to be with them in their homes. 
Sometimes he has had the satisfaction of know- 

' The 


rice of this is ten cents.- It may be had from The Sunday 
School 


imes Company, as may also any other of the books named. 
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ing that the suggestion bore fruit. Sometimes the 
young people put off from day to day beginning fam- 
ily worship, until they lost sight of their half-formed 
purpose. ‘Those who began at once were glad ; some 
of these iater testified that they would. not think of 


omitting family prayers. And a few of those who had + 


put off the start began in later life to find the benefit 
received so great that they vainly regretted the years 
they had lost. 
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Sometimes young folks wonder if all this trouble 
is worth while. The united testimony from thou- 
sands of homes where the family altar was set up on 
the marriage day, and maintained through months 
and years, through times of sorrow and times of joy, 
gives emphatic, answer. The service of God is always 
**worth while,” or God would not ask it. ‘Them 
that honor me! will honor’’ is the promise of One 
who never failed to keep his word. 





More Help on Learning 
Greek without a Teacher 


Following the suggestions made here last spring 
concernirg books that should enable any one who is 
in earnest to learn to read the New Testament in Greek, 
without formal school or college instruction, two readers 
have written calling attention to a volume that was 
not mentioned, but which they have evidently found 
invaluable. One of the-letters, from an Illinois 
reader, is as follows : 


I have been much interested to read in the Notes on Open 
Letters of ‘‘ Learning Greek without a Teacher.’’ I should 
like to testify to the possibility and the —_— of acquiring, 
entirely without instruction outside of text-books, sufficient 
knowledge of Greek to discover the treasures hidden in the 
original language of the New Testament, and I should like, 
also. to recommend to would-be students—4nd particularly to 
those who, like myself, are very impatient to gain an end once 
placed in view—a compendious book called Bagster's ‘‘ Ana- 
lytical Lexicon."’ The first part isan elementary grammar. 
The second, the lexicon “proper, contains every word in the 
Greek New Testament. One does not need to know the 
nominative of noun, adjective, or pronoun, or the first person 
singular present indicative of a verb. He can.find the .form 
in the lexicon just as it is in the text, and is there informed 
what word it is a form of and what form it is. I think that 
with this book and a Greek Testament alone, one might gain 
a very fair knowledge of New Testament Greek. Certainly 
he could obtain much delight and profit. Unfortunately, I 
am unable to quote the price of the ‘‘ Analytical Lexicon,” 
since my copy was bought at second-hand. 


The exact ‘title and price of the volume are as 
follows,—like all other books, it may be secured 
from The Sunday School Times Company: ‘ The 
Analytical..Greek Lexicon,.. consisting of an alpha- 
betical arrangement of every occurrifg ‘inflexion of 
every word contained in the Greek New Testament 
Scriptures, with a grammatical analysis of each word, 
and lexicographical illustration of the meanings. A 
complete series of paradigms, with grammatical re- 
marks and explanations.’’ London, Samuel Bagster 
& Sons, Limited ($1.75 ; postage, 15 cents extra). 


x 
An Opportunity to Help Missionaries 


While Sunday-school workers are striving to 
bring the study of missions into the Sunday-school, 
and seeking alsa to extend the Sunday-school into 
mission fields, it is interesting to note how eagerly the 
missionaries themselves— ambassadors of Christ in 
foreign lands—look to the Sunday-school publications 
of the home-land for guidance and cheer in their work. 
Thus one missionary says: ‘‘The Times is a great 
help for me and my Sunday-school work.’’ The 
wife of an honored missionary in Syria says: ‘* The 
especial use to which I have put the papers recently 
has been to prepare a series of lesson papers to 
be printed weekly in the Arabic religious news- 
paper, ‘The Neshera,.’’’ Another missionary writes 
from a field of unusual difficulty: ‘I have been 
thankful to you for furnishing me a free copy of 
the Times. I use it in preparing a set of ques- 
tions... sent out to thirty or more circles of be- 
lievers, many of whom have few gospel privileges. 
For the preparation of these questions, as well as for 
my own growth in grace, the Times is wellnigh in- 
dispensable."’ 

Many similar letters have come from workers 
in all parts of the world. To some of these the 
Times is sent by friends; to others it is given by 
the publishers,—who wish that they could send 
the paper freely to every missionary in foreign 
lands. But, while this is out of the question, it 
is possible to offer to share with subscribers at 
home the privilege of putting on the Times’ mail- 
ing-list the names of missionaries who are not now 
receiving the paper. Friends in the homeland who 


desire to send the paper to missionaries may do so at 
the subscription rate of $1.52 (this includes postage); 





five or more copies at the foreign club rate of $1.27 
each. The missionaries who are to receive the paper 
may be chosen by the giver, or they will be selected 
by the publishers from the fields supported by the 
different churches, There are probably many in 
prosperous America who will welcome this opportunity 
to help the workers in distant lands by paying for one 
or more subscriptions. Some may wish to arrange 
that all the missionaries in a given station or section 
of country shall be supplied, or that a few or even 
hundreds of students at one or more missionary col- 
leges may have the benefit of the Times as a help in 
their Bible study, and as an aid in the mastery of 
English. The publishers will gladly secure the names 
of missionaries, stations, and schools for those inter- 
ested in this plan, 
x<— 


Must This Impossibility Be Recognized ? 

The misunderstanding of an editorial request of a 
few weeks ago has led to the writing of an interesting 
letter by a long-time reader of these columns. The 
Editor called for experiences in declining to recognize 
the impossible ; a certain reader took the call to be 
for experiences in recognizing the impossible, and he 
tells his story as follows : 


In your issue of June 1, you request correspondence from 
any compelled to recognize impossibilities. ‘The writer, when 
sixty years of age, met with a financial disaster, wiping out 
completely all his property. He was an elder in the Presby- 
terian church, member of the Sons@f the American Revotetion, 
Arcanum, Masons, and other societies ; believed-he hadtepu- 
tation for honesty, and fair business ability; in fact, when he 
failed was told he was too honest, too easy, etc. ~ 

The first opening found was as an agent in life insurance. 
There he was obliged to sign every application, stating he did 
not promise a rebate or other allowance. He lost three can- 
didates on account of agents of other companies offering rebate, 
and he was told that was the universal custom in securing 
a policy ; was told by another.agent, on asking what an agent 
did with his conscience, ‘‘an agent is not expected to have a 
conscience."’ 

Endeavor No..2.° Worked in a department store ; would 
not say they were out of goods when he knew they were with- 
drawn from sale in order to dispose of a less desirable article 
of the same description. Other instances of similar kind, 
where it was necessary to tell the truth ; consequently :: notice; 
dropped from the list of employees. 

Endeavor No. 3. Went as a canvasser for a Trading Stamp 
Company. Prices varied from $4. 50 per 1.000—to an uncertain 
price to large firms, generally supposed to be $1.00 per 1,000 
or less; of this merchants were aware as wel! as the canvasser. 
Tried it for about one month ; not well received by the trade 
generally ; the writer resigned. 

At present, nothing todo. Health good for one of my years, 
fully informed in mercantile affairs, but no use for a man of 
my years. Was asked by one firm to whom application was 
made, ‘‘Have you bought your chloroform yet.'’ We now 
with forty-one years’ experience, know of no work as hard and 
difficult to be contented in asthis. Believe it to be an impossi- 
bility for a man of my age to obtain a situation—also believe 
if the writer had been one with a more elastic conscience he 
would do better. 

This is not an application for employment, although de- 
sired earnestly, but simply as answer to request. (rom a sub- 
scriber of twenty years, an earnest friend of The Sunday 
School Timés.) 


Is integrity less desirable, as a commercial factor, 
in a man of sixty than in a man of twenty? There 
seems to be little question, these days, that in a young 
man, with a career to make, integrity and high 
standards count mightily in his favor among business 
leaders of every shade of belief and unbelief. Is this 
less true of a man who is no longer young? It is not 
surprising that a man of sixty finds it far more difficult 
to get employment than a younger man would. But 
is difficulty here to be interpreted as literal, final im- 
possibility,—the kind of impossibility that God him- 
self cannot or will not help a man to meet and con- 
quer? Or is it fair to assume that staggering, dis- 
couraging difficulty here means just what it means at 
twenty or thirty or forty years of age : test, challenge, 
invitation, with God’s will that there shall be achieve- 
ment just ahead all the finer for the obstacle that 
blocked the way ? 
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The Sunday-School Acorn in China 
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By the Rev. Charles Ernest Scott 








S a tenderfoot out here in China, I have a par- 
donable pride in the fact that a hopeful move- 
ment has begun—an acorn has opened to feed 

on the soil, —not only in our mission but in our station, 
where, during the last year, have occurred some of the 
mos* powerful visitations of the Holy Spirit, and some 
of the most remarkable revivals which have been wit- 
nessed in all China. The station is manned, in a field 
of millions of heathen, by a missionary working force 
of one man and one woman. 

This vast and pivotal province of Shantung, the 
keystone state of China, with half as many people as 
the United States, is largely ‘the spiritual sphere of 
influence’’ (in the policy of comity and co-operation 
practised by the.foreign mission boards of the prom- 
inent Protestant organizations) of the English Baptists 
and the American Presbyterians. These two denomi- 
nations work well together, having a union college at 
Weihsien, a union theological seminary at Chining- 
chow, and a medical school at Chinanfu. Thus they 
do away with the needless expense of two pairs of un- 
supportable educational plants, saving the money of 
the givers to foreign missions from any misuse of 
rivalry; waste, extravagance, and reduplication 

Last November, when the regular presbytery meet- 
ing was to be held, it was arranged to hold in con- 
nection with it ‘‘a Conference for Christian Workers."’ 
Sounds quite modern, doesn't it! So I dropped my 
books to attend presbytery, as a loyal Presbyterian 
minister is bound to do; and incidentally to see what 
on earth a ‘*Chinese Conference for Christian Work- 
ers’’ was like. 

One raw November day, when the north wind dug 
in to find the marrow, saw me tramping across the 
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The Sprouting of the Acorn 


clayey ploughed fields, in company with some bright” 


young fellows, graduates of our college. At last we 
approached the village, which would make one think 
of Syria—miud huts, with blank walls: pierced by 
low doorways leading into tiny inner courts, lining 
the lorg, narrow, practically treeless streets. As we 
passed along this vista of mud we came to the village 
temple, dismantled in 1900 by the German troops, who 
burned the idols in the court-yard as a punishment to 
the Boxer villagers. The idols have never been re- 
placed, for this is now a Christian village and an out- 
station of Tsingtau, though all around it are many 
heathen villages. You may think a structure doorless, 
floorless, fireless, and furnitureless, would promise 
poor entertainment. But it was hospitality gratefully 
welcomed by the delegates, many of whom are poor 
beyond your conception. The village was generously 
providing the food, and local Christians were cooking 
it in the temple court. Sweet potatoes, coarse millet 
cakes, peanuts, and cabbage formed the fare. 

At the far end of the street we found the church, 
newly erected by the local Christians, on the site of 
the one destroyed by this Boxer village. It was 
stoveless, stone-floored, full of backless benches, 
and severely plain. 

And was this little company of a half-dozen native 
pastors, with a little group of elders and lay-workers, 
representing twenty-five struggling churches in the 
midst of millions of raw heathen, the hope of the 
great Sunday-school movement-to-be of China? Truly 
it must be the miracle of the loaves and fishes all 
over again! My respect for the latent power of this 
body of men deepened as I learned what this one and 
that had endured of torture for the Name, There sat 
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a young pastor, a graduate of our Shantung Univer- 
sity, who, in 1900, was haled before the magistrate and 
given five hundred blows with a stout bamboo club, 
until his flesh was jelly and he sank into insensibility 
for his allegiance to the ‘‘ Jesus doctrine.’’ When 
committed to prison, like Paul in the Philippian jail, 
he preached to the inmates of the Way of life. 

Not far from him sat an elder who had walked hun- 
dreds of Chinese miles to this conference, and who 
had been dragged by his queue out of church on the 
Sabbath when he was leading the congregation in 
prayer, and who had.not yielded one iota of his Chris- 
tian principles when the Boxer judge had threatened 
to deprive him of all his property. It was the same 
spirit that, one day of the conference, led thirty-three 
apostolic bands of men and four of women to go out 
into the surrounding villages, where Christ has never 
yet been preached, and expound the Word, while 
their fellow-delegates, equal lovers of the Word, held 
them up all that day in united prayer. 

On that first day I found myself in the midst of a 
session devoted to teacher-training, and what I heard 
sounded amazingly like what I had heard from the 
lips of Professor Hamill and Marion Lawrance and 
W. C. Pearce. A native teacher-trainer was guiding 
things that day—a graduate of our college, the pride 
of our missionaries, and now official school inspector 
of our mission schools. He was assisted by several 
able, alert, and interesting associates, graduates of 
Weihsien, and apparently familiar with Western 
methods, even to blackboards and diagrams and per- 
tinent illustrations, which were used with telling 
effect. All this was significant in a land where, for 

( Continued on next page, first column) 
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The Story of the Organization of 
the China Sunday-School Union 








B y RICHARD BURGE Ss, General Secretary of the India Sunday-School Gales 


T.THE; great China Missionary. Centenary Conference, 
held last April and May in Shanghai, to celebrate the 
arrival of Robert Morrison, the first Protestant missionary 


in China, a section of a main session was devoted to the Sunday- 
school movement. This conference was prepared for long be- 
forehand by committees, interviews, and informal conclaves. 

The leader in this work was the Rev. William White (by 
the way, a Canadian), of the Church Missionary Society, 
Loyuan, Fukhien. With quiet and intelligent perseverance »* | 
he collected and tabulated facts and opinions from every sec- 
tion of the Chinese Empire, including Manchuria. This pre- 
liminary work was the key of the situation, and Mr. White's 
name must always be linked to the beginnings of the China 
Sunday School Union. 

On the afternoon of June 4, in the eighth session of the 
conference, Sunday-schools came up for consideration. Three 
impressive facts were brought out: 1. The Sunday-school 
movement in China has not been vigorously promoted as an 
effective method of evangelization and education. 2. There 
has hitherto been no united plan or co-operation among the 
workers. 3. Opinion.in favor of a Sunday-school Union for 
China was almost unanimous. 

The conference listened sympathetically to the resolutions 
looking toward the formation of a Sunday-school union and 
the employment of a general secretary. At the appointed time 
the vote was taken and declared to be unanimous. Many 
organizations will date their birth from’ the Centenary Con- 
ference, but none, I am convinced, will make history as fast 
as the one which is to foster the growth of Sunday-schools. 

The General Committee and the Executive Committee 
immediately got to work. The General Committee members 
reside in, and represent the different sections of the empire, while the members _ Jersey, and his two friends. Dr. Goucher of Baltimore was in the chair. Of 
of. the Executive Committee live in or near Shanghai. Assured that the hand speeches there were none, but of informal talks there were many. Mr Earl 
of God has been seen in this enterprise, the committees decided to take Taylor set the ball rolling with a promise of $500 from the Young People’s 
steps to secure a capable whole-time general secretary, although the money Missionary Movement; L. H. Severance, Esq., of Cleveland, followed with 
guaranteed is only a small fraction of the amount required. At the present $500, and the Rev. Samuel Green of Seattle with another $100. The little room 
moment the chief problem is to secure a man of the right qualifications for the | was crowded, and there was not much air, but there was prayer, and there was 
work, and the prayers of those who read these words are earnestly solicited. zeal, and there was life. 

While the birthday of the China Sunday-school Union was on May 4, when I shall always feel proud that I have had ever so smali a share in the 
the conference passed the resolutions, those who were in the family circle know _ beginnings of an organization in China which has prospects of usefulness far 
that the birth really took place April 30, in Room 128 in the Astor Hotel, beyond anything I know of in the Far East. 

Shanghai, occupied at the time by the Rev. F. A. Smith. of Haddonfield, New On Boarp S. S. MALTA, BETWEEN SINGAPORE AND PENANG, 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
centuries, the education of the Confucian literati 
(China's only teachers) has been paralyzed into a 
dead uniformity which has killed all teaching, cramped 
all individuality into an iron mold, and made a na- 
tion of parrots. 

The climax of it all was the working out by the na- 
tive pastors and elders of a sample or suggestive 
series of Bible questions, on which all children and 
youths and adults in the church are to be carefully 
examined ; also all those seeking the privilege of 
church membership. Who knows but that this sys- 
tem will some day become the basis for the study of 
the Sunday-school Union of the Empire? Stranger 
things have happened in China. Stranger things are 
happening every day. 

Imagine a class of twenty little tots, boys and girls, 
ranged across the simple platform of this humble 
church, dressed in clothes of all colors, —colors rivaling 
Joseph's famous coat, colors that ‘‘swear loud’ at 
each other,—with headgear fearfully and wonderfully 
made, and beyond my power to describe ; also spangles 
and bells and immense earrings, and cotton-padded 
clothes which made them look like diminutive ‘ fat 
men"’ of the circus side-show. For the life of me, I 
could not tell the boys from the girls, except for the 
fact that the boys wore long gownlike coats, while 
the girls wore long, baggy trousers. And,—praise 
God—in a land where millions of women have feet 
four inches long—or less,—none of these girls had 
bound feet, for our so-much-sought mission schools 
will not take the girls of Christian parents if the 
daughters have little feet ! 

Over the performances of the little folks parents acted 
much as do parents in America,—those in the rear 
standing up in the aisles and getting upon benches, 
in order to see their children ** do it.”’ 

In the following lists the Baby-Grade questions are 
printed precisely as used. In later groups, only se- 
lected questions are given. 


Baby-Grade Questions (Oral) 
. Can you pray? Do you? 
What prayers do you know ? 
Can you pray in your own words? 
Can you sing hymns ? 
Have you this year learned any new hymns ? What 
hymns ? ? 

6. Can you read the Bible? 

7. Can you repeat any Bible verses ? 

8. Do you own a Bible? (Incidentally, every Christian, 
youth and adult, in this land, if he can scrape together the 
ridiculously small sum necessary, owns a Bible and hymn- 
book, and brings them to every service and uses them, —a 
custom of immeasurable value, introduced by the first mis- 
sionaries. ) 

9. Do you know any Bible stories ? 

10. Do you know anything about the life and words of 
Jesus, the children’s friend ? 
11, Do you say **grace’’ at meal-time ? 


YEeNs 


Many of them could answer very satisfactorily. 
They also met the test of selecting their hymns in the 
hymnal. They found passages in the New Testa- 
ment on demand. They looked at large colored Bible 
pictures prepared in America, and they correctly told 
what many of the scenes were, 


Ages 7 to 11 (Oral) 

What do you do when you pray? How do you use your 
time then? 

Are you able to sing hymns? What hymns? Try it 
here and now. 

Can you repeat the Sermon on the Mount ? 

Can you repeat the Ten Commandments ? 

Do you know Dr. Nevius’ Catechism ? (A simple state- 
ment of the great teaching of Scripture.) 


Ages 10 to 20 
Names of books in the New Testament, with chapters 
in each, 
‘** Immanuel ’’ means what? 
What book has the ‘‘ three holies ’’ together? 


The boys and girls—examined separately—knelt on 
the platform and wrote their answers, with American 
lead-pencils on American note-books. 

It was intensely interesting to study the faces of 
parents in the crowd. Here was a mother who had 
never in her life attended a Christian service. She 
was an inquirer, whose daughter was a member of our 
mission school at this village, and who was on the 
platform being examined. It was with conflicting 
emotions that I watched this woman, with her .trained, 
eager and often puzzled expression, who had never 
heard hymn-singing before, and whose face beamed 
under the queer but pleasant sounds, and who, with 
her whole family, had walked a long distance to be 
present on this great occasion. Why had the opulent 
home church never given her a chance, —and millions 
more like hr? 

Scattered here and there in the audience were hea- 
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then mothers who had taken some three hours to 
make their immaculate toilets. Yonder sat a vil- 
lage school teacher, a fat fellow of ‘the old Confucian 
style, his rotundity accentuated by his great padded 
clothes, which in contrast with the “dark clothes 
of all others present were white, the mourning color 
of China. Fis social position and his. heathen be- 
liefs and his formal mourning, he might have con- 
fessed, did not allow him to be present, but he knew 
he was welcome. 


Ages 10 to 20 (Oral) 
For those notin mission schools and unable to write 
Can you tell about the captivity of the twelve tribes? 


Why was it? (A pertinent question for a land of 400,000, - 
ooo idolaters. ) 


Who wrote most of the epistles? Tell about his going 
to the Gentiles. 

(This group made a very poor showing. It was a strong 
object lesson to parents whose children were not in the 
mission schools as to the necessity of education.) 


Ages 20 to 50 
For those who can read 

How many good traits did Joseph have that we might 
copy? 

What are the essentials of character for entrance into 
the kingdom. of heaven? 

Repeat John 3: 16 

Ages 20 to 50 
For those unable to read 

Abraham had what virtues that we might profitably copy ? 

Tell the evils of covetousness, 

(This is a besetting sin of a poverty-stricken people, 
with a maximum wage scale of two cents a day. In this 
province, in the famine district, parents are selling children 
for fifty cents ; husbands are selling wives for $1.50.) 

What are the characteristics of Christian love as ex- 
pounded in 1 Cor. 13? (A pertinent question where fierce 
persecution goes on continually.) 

What is the summary of the ten commandments ? 


Age 50 and Over 
How many books in the New and the Old Testaments ? 
Why is Abraham called a righteous man ? 


In what three languages were the words on the cross ? 
Why? 


In whose tomb was Christ buried ? 


I think that perhaps the patience, dignity, polite- 
ness,.and. perseverance of these grizzled and wrinkled 
old fellows, who. had come into the kingdom late, but 
had splendid courage and conviction to break away 
from the heavy chains of long-established heathen be- 
lief and to stand ready to endure the little hell on 
earth, that their. families and neighbors can and often 
do make for them, impressed me most in all this 
series of examinations. 

Remember ‘that these questions were prepared - 
the Chinese. Remember that they represent a native 
movement to develop a high general average standard 
of biblical knowledge for Christians of various ages. 

Is it not evident that the Chinese Christian leaders 
believe, with David, that the great factor in ground- 
ing right convictions is to ‘‘eat the Word?’’ Is it 
not evident that they intend that their flocks shall 
feed upon that Word? Will you not pray for this 
which promises to be a remarkable movement in the 
Chinese church, and for this mighty nation which is 
thus starting to Bible-school ? 

TsINGTAU, E. SHANTUNG, CHINA, 


Set! 


Radio- Active Texts’ 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


II. 


NE of Christ's last words to his disciples was, 

‘« Preach the gospel to the whole creation.’’ In 
translating, we color the sense with our atmos- 
phere, lower it to our comprehension. So we say ‘‘ to 
every creature’’ meaning human personalities. Being 
larger grown, we go back to the Lord's thought, that 
as all the creation, animal, vegetable, material, was 
affected by sin, it will be by salvation. The price paid 
for redeniption was large enough to include all that God 
had made and was interested in. The curse in Eden 
of ground, thorns, thistles, enmity between kinds of 
life, the body's returning to dust, was all reversed at 
Calvary. So Paul in Romans 8 : 22 sees the whole 
creation groaning and travailing in pain together with 
us, awaiting its redemption. The material splendors 
of the New Jerusalem are not all figurative. They 
would not be fit environment of sinful souls that must 
be disciplined by toil and sacrifice, but are just fit for 
spirits of just men made perfect. The Lord does no 





1The first of this series of “ Radio-Active Texts,” by Bishop War- 
ren, appeared in the Times of August 10. Others will appear in forth- 
coming issues. 


AUGUST 31, 1907 


small thinking. _ He knows. all diamond possibilities 
of coal dust, all rose and peach possibilities of soil and 
sun duly mixed, all dove possibilities of representing 
the ended disaster of the deluge and the descending 


“Holy Ghost. When these possibilities shall become 


actualities, they will be fit accompaniments of souls 
so developed that men cannot now know what they 
shall be, even after the eyes of their understanding 
have been enlightened. 

UNIVERSITY Park, COL. 
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His Anniversary 
By the Rev. John T. Faris 


FOUND him in his corner of the ward for incura- 
bles—my friend, who is blind and paralyzed. I 
was worried and troubled when I went to him, 

but my worries were forgotten when I saw the happy 
smile on his face—not the vacant smile of the imbe- 
cile, but the smile of the man who rises superior to 
adverse circumstances. 

We talked of many things. But he was ever com- 
ing back to one subject : the goodness of God, and the 
joy of trusting. There was not one word of complaint. 

I studied his face. As I watched him the smile deep- 
ened. Then he spoke again. 

‘*This is an anniversary,’’ he said ; 
anniversary."’ 

**Yes?’’ Ireturned. And I thought: ‘‘Some happy 
anniversary, to judge by that smile !’’ 

‘«It is ten years to-day since I became ill,’’ he con- 
tinued ; ‘‘and I have been here five years to-day.”’ 

We were silent again. He was thinking over the 

years. 

. I, too, was thinking. Where had-I been, and what 
had I been doing, in the last five years? And where 
had he been? Just where he was at that moment— 
in an open ward,-lifted every day from cot to chair, 
and from chair back to cot. Twenty-five square feet 
of floor space his only world! And for five years ! 

Involuntarily I asked the question : ‘‘ Hasn’t the 
time seemed long?’’ . The answer startled: me. 

‘*Long? No! I've just been thinking how short 
the time ‘has seemed. I don’t know where it has 
gone. There have been so many things to do—so 
many things to think of !"’ 

Then he told me some of his ‘thoughts, He has a 
wife and two children. ‘‘They are earnest Chris- 
tians,’’ he said, ‘‘and it is a joy to think of: their 
lives. They come to see me every few days. When 
they are gone I think of what they have told me. I 
can follow their lives day by day. The children have 


‘‘a double 


grown up since I looked in their faces. But I can 
see them so clearly. I plan for them. And when 
we see each other we talk over these plans. Through 


it all I think of him who is their God, and my God— 
who is with us all the time.’’ 
I thought of the words of an old English poet : 


‘* My mind to me a kingdom is ; 
Such perfect joy therein I find, 
That it excels all other bliss 
That God or nature had assigned, 
Though much I want that most would have, 
Yet still my mind forbids to crave.’’ 


And I had thought twenty-five square feet was his 
world ! 

I asked another question. ‘You say you have 
many things todo. What are they ?’’ 

‘Oh, plenty of little things. There is a small boy 
here who often comes to me pleading for a story. I tell 
him of Daniel, or of David, or of Jesus. This afternoon 
he is to learn how to tell the time. Then there are so 
many poor fellows who come and go. 
with them all, and we have long talks together. 
You hear one of them now—that man yonder who 
has just come from the operating room. Poor 
fellow! He is having a hard time, and his is such a 
pitiful story. He can speak English only with great 
difficulty, and all his loved ones are across the sea. 
Yes, there is plenty to do, and plenty to think of !’’ 

It was time for me to go. With a great wonder in 
my heart I took his nerveless hand, looked into his 
sightless eyes, and left the room. 

But still I see his smile, hear his cheerful words, 
think of that anniversary of his privation, and of 
the trust with which he looks forward to other years 
in the same spot. And as I recall my interview with 
one who is dwelling in the secret of His presence, who 
has learned the meaning of the words, ‘Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid,’’ the 
query of the Psalmist comes to me : 

«« Why art zou cast down, O my soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God !”’ 

PHILADELPHIA, 








I get acquainted. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT, 15 (Deut. 6: 1-15) 








COMMON VERSION 


1 Now these ave the commandments, the 
statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD 
your God commanded to teach you, that ye 
might do ¢hem in the land whither ye go to 

i . 


Possess it : 

2 That thou eights fear the LoRD thy 
God, to keep all his statutes and his com- 
mandments, which I command thee, thou, 
and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days 
of thy life; and that thy days may be pro- 
longed. ; 

3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe 
to do i#; that it may be well with thee, and 
that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD 
God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the 
land that floweth with milk and honey. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God és 
one LORD. 

5 And thou shalt love the LoRD thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. : 

6 And cane words, which I command thee 
this day, shall be in thine heart : 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way. and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. 

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
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LESSON 1. SEPTEMBER 15. MOSES PLEADING WITH ISRAE 


Deuteronomy 6: 1-15. (Read Deut. 5,6.) Memory verses: 4-7 





AMERICAN REVISION 


t Now this is the commandment, the stat- 
utes, and the ordinances, which Jehovah your 
God commanded to teach you, that ye might 
do them in the land whither ye go over to 
possess it; 2 that thou mightest fear Jehovah 
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his com- 
mandments, which I command thee, thou, and 
thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy 
life ; and that thy days may be prolonged. 3 
Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do 
it ; that it may be well with thee, and that ye 
may increase mightily, as Jehovah, the God 
of thy fathers, hath promised unto thee in a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

4 Hear, O Israel: ! Jehovah our God is 
one Jehovah: 5 and thou shalt love Jehovah 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. 6 And these 
words, which I command thee this day, shall 
be upon thy heart; 7 and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk ‘of them when thou sittest in thy house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy 


* Golden Text: Beware lest thou forget Jehovah.—Deut. 6 : 12 
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thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween thine eyes. { 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts 
of thy house, and on thy gates. 

1o And it shall be, when the LORD thy God 
shall have brought thee into the land which 
he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and 
goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, 

11 And houses full of all good things, which 
thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou 
diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which 
thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full ; 

12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, 
which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and 
serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 

14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the 
gods of the ey le which are round about you ; 

15 (For the LoRD thy God és a jealous God 
among you ;) lest the anger of the LORD thy 
God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee 
from off the face of the earth. 
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hand, and they shall be for frontlets between 
thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them upon 
the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy 
gates. 

to And it shall be, when Jehovah thy God 
shall bring thee into the land which he sware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob, to give thee, great and ees cities, 
which thou buildedst not, 11 and houses full 
of all good things, which thou filledst not, and 
cisterns hewn out, which thou hewedst not, 
vineyards and olive-trees, which thou plant- 
edst not, and thou shalt eat and be full; 12 
then beware lest thou forget Jehovah, who 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. 13 Thou shalt 
fear Jehovah thy God; and him shalt thou 
serve, and shalt swear by his name. 14 Ye 
shall not go after other gods, of the gods of 
the peoples that are round about you ; 15 for 
Jehovah thy God in the midst of thee is a 
jealous God; lest the anger of Jehovah thy 
God be kindled against thee, and he destroy 
thee from off the face of the earth. 


1 Or, Jehovah our God, Jehovah is one Or, Jehovah is our God, Jehovah is one Or, Jehovah is our 


God, Jehovah alone 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 











The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HAT is the use of doing right ? Why should 

we always have to remember to obey, obey, 

obey ? Why can we not have our own way a 

little, do wrong occasionally when we want to, dis- 
obey if: we please and not be any the worse off ? 

There are, a variety: of::reasons that could be given 
in: answer -to these questions. -Try..the.questions in 
your class, and get as many different answers as you 
can. Get the pupils to think hard over their answers. 

Then, without intimating what your own viéws ate, 
turn to the study of this last message from the lips of 
Moses ‘that we are to have in our studies this year. 
Next week: we come to his death, the ‘strangest, sad- 
dest, most. magnificent death scene in all history. 
But. now he.is speaking words of hope and cheer and 
reminder and ‘warning to the people for whom he 
had offered to be blotted out of God’s book, if he 
could not help them: 

How long before this had Moses led thechildren of 
Israel out of Egypt? From that time to this, forty 
years, he, as God’s representative, had been teaching 
them God’s laws—for what chief purpose? So that 
they might live and die, and with them the knowl- 
edge of those laws in the wilderness? Or, so that 
they might outgrow those laws and do without them 
in their new land? No; the wilderness was only a 
preparation time for the real life of this new-born 
nation. The laws had been taught them so that they 
‘*might do them in the land whither ye go over to 
possess it.” The laws they had been learning were 
eternal principles; these people were not ready to 
live in the promised land until they had learned 
those laws. Did you ever think of our Promised 
Land in that same light ? That the laws of Christ's 
Kingdom by which we are asked to live are given us 
that we may do them in the Land whither we go over 
to possess it? Weshall never outgrow Christ’s laws; 
they are his and ours eternally. Unless we have at 
least begun to learn to live by- them here and-to love 
them we could not endure life for an instant in the 
Land where they are supreme. Perhaps we have in 
this fact one answer to the questions which were dis- 
cussed at the opening of this lesson. 

Moses mentions a result of the keeping of God’s 
laws in the promised land. What was it? (end of 
v. 2.) And another result? (v. 3.) Now have we 
other answers to our opening questions? Life, pros- 
perity, growth, power,—all these are named as re- 
sults af obedience. Do you believe it? Was Moses 
talking sober fact, or was he using figures of speech? 

We have already learned, in more than one of -our 
past lessons, that as God is the only source of life, so 
one who cuts himself off from God in sin brings on 
death. Look up the passage in Proverbs (8 : 35, 36) 
that Dr. Dunning mentions. Therefore it is that 
obedience to God’s laws brings life; life eternal, and, 
as a rule, long life on earth as well. As for prosperity. 
and growth, and power, does not living, continued 
contact with Life mean all of these things? And 
does not a single act of wrong-doing, or disobedience, 
which breaks the connection with Life, mean loss in 
thosethings? It requires no profound 1ntelléct to see 
that. For a wonderfully beautiful picture’ of what 
obedience is, read Mr. Gordon's third paragraph. 


- onomy as musical and ‘thrilling ?’ Mr: ‘Rid 


God never asks us to do right, or to obey him, 
simply because 4e wants it, or chiefly because it will 
please him, as an arbitrary monarch might dictate 
this or that to his subjects for his own pleasure. God 
asks this of us because it will be so much better for 
us, now and eternally. That will please him, of 
course, but only because he loves us so: anything 
that is to our gain pleases him. He knows that a 
single wrong-doing, a single act of .dispbedience,, is a 
loss to us that we, that even he, can never make up. 

Because of all this; Moses now pleaded with the 
nation ‘that: he loved-better *than’ his olife to. stay 
close by the side of their best Friend: . There is. no 
eloquence in the world’s literature that surpasses this 
eloquence of the man who, as Mr. Gordon reminds 
us (first paragraph), déclared years before that he 
had a slow tongue. Did you ever think of Deuter- 
gway calls 
it so. How would it do to apply the test’that he sug- 
gests in his first paragraph ? 

The ‘heart of the Jewish religion,” . Professor 
Beecher (on vs. 4-9) calls the Shem‘a. It is the 
heart of all true religion, for to us it carries with it 
the duty and privilege-of accepting the Son of God 
as Saviour. Notice that these laws of God were 
to be made an integral, organic part of the life of 
God’s children; not something to be studied only on 
the Sabbath day and then laid aside, but one was to 
live with them and’ in them morning,. noon, and 





The Mystery Box 


Answers to all the questions can be found in the 
lesson articles, or in the italic sentences between 
articles, in this issue, or in the Bible. 








1. Give a picture of obedience drawn from na- 
ture, 

2. Why does God-ask us to obey him? 

3- What passage has been called the heart of the 
Jewish religion ? 

4. What is the true way to lengthen life ? 

5. Describe a phylactery. 

6. To what was due the great difference between 
the Jews and the Canaanites ? 

7. How old is the custom of wearing a badge ? 

8. What words in the lesson are described as 
Moses’ big red lantern ? 

9g. Why did Little Lord Fauntleroy know no 
fear ? 

1o. What price must be paid by the man who 
would have the best things in life ? 

11. What is the fundamental teaching of the 
Bible ? 

12. How did a Louisiana lumberman find water 
to quench his thirst ? 

13. What was the greeting of a mother to her 
convict-son ? 

84. Describe the scene m a railway car when a 
Christian was true to his colors. 

15. In what three words did Paul summarize, for 
modern disciples, the teachings of the lesson ? 











night. And why not? If they are the secret, the 
only secret, of life and prosperity and power, why lay 
them aside for a single instant of time? Yet how 
many seem to think that God's laws are a sort of 
necessary evil, to be complied with occasionally when 
one has to, but to be ignored as frequently as one 
**safely” can! 

Prosperity is harder to bear than adversity, and 
Moses was afraid of it for his nation. God was 
planning prosperity for them, as he plans it for all of 
us; but only God could help them to be loyal to him 
under its tugging strain. here is peculiar peril in 
great and goodly cities, says Mr. ome in his 
fifth paragraph. But we can all keep close to God if 
we will, in city or country, prosperity or adversity. 
The way to do it is—just to keep close, as did that 
business man described in the first Round Table II- 
lustration, Everyday Christians, rather than every- 
other-day (fourth Illustration) are what God would 
have us be,—and not for his sake, but for our own, 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 

(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 

Deuteronomy summarized (Beecher, 1). A view of the 
whole book and its characteristics (Sanders, throughout). 

What is right ‘‘fear’’ of God? (Beecher, on v. 2; 
Gordon, 4.) 

The Oriental custom of carrying written inscriptions of 
sacred law (Howie, 1).’ 

Every man wears frontlets (Gordon, 5). 

How an African king made sure of remembering Bible 
stories and teachings (Pierson, 7). 

The recipe for success (Ridgway, 2). 

Phillips Brooks’ putting of this lesson (Illustrations, last). 

Be true to your colors; don’t keep changing armies 
(Foster, 4). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Our happiness and prosperity depend on our har- 
mony with heavenly purposes. 


‘sie 


Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


UR book of Deuteronomy begins with a title 

(1 : 1-2) setting forth that it contains utterances 

of Moses, made at certain localities, and there- 

fore covering the whole period from Sinai to the 
Jordan. ‘This general title heads a series of separate 
papers, each having a title of its own. These papers 
all date themselves within a few weeks of the death 
of Moses, though they include earlier utterances of 
his. The lesson 1s from the second of these papers 
(Deut. 4: 44 to 26: 19), which is entitled ‘‘the law 
which Moses set before the sons of Israel.” ‘* Law” 
here denotes a piece of literary composition having 
divine authority, and inciuding *‘‘testimonies,... 
Statutes, .... ordinances” (4:45). The first half of 
it (chapters, 5-11) is a recapitulation of the ten com- 
mandments and their cognate legislation (Exod. 20- 
23), recalling the circumstances in which the laws 
were given, and urging reasons for obedience,~ The 
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second part (chapters 12-26) is a code of laws. The 
whoie 1s in the form of a public address or proclama- 
tion (Deut. § : 1). ' 

Place.—The address was published in the Jordan 
valley (Deut. 4: 46). 

Time.—It dates itself after the conquering of Sihon 
and Og, and before the death of Sens (Deut. 4: 
45-47), that is, within the last few weeks of the fortieth 
year of the Exodus. Perhaps early in B.C. 1458. 











THE GREAT 

















Events since the last lesson.—The completing of 
the transit through the wilderness territory of Edom 
and Moab and Ammon (Num. 21: 10-20 and 33 : 44ff ; 
Deut. 2: 16-25), the conquest and distribution of the 
territory east of the Jordan (Num. 21: 21-35 ;. Num, 
32; Deut. 2: 26ff), the incident of Balaam (Num. 22- 
24), difficulties with Moab and Midian (Num. 25, 31 ; 
Deut. 4 : 3), the census, and legislation (Num. 26-30, 
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34-36), the setting apart of cities of refuge (Num. 35 ; 
Deut. 4: 41-43), two proclamations by Moses (Deut. 
1:3t04:43;4:44¢t0 26:19). ° 

Persons.—First, the Israelites, recently gathered 
from the wilderness, negligent of Jehovah's laws, 
many of them uncircumcised (Deut. 12: 8, Josh. 5: 
2-9), but now bold warriors, flushed with victory, and 
enthusiastic in Jehovah. Second, Moses, about to 
retire from office, seeking to perpetuate his influence 
through a farewell address. 


Light on Puzzling Passages ; 

Verses :-3.—7his; That which the speaker has 
just been recapitulating or describing, namely the 
ten commandments and the other precepts that were 
Ee along with them.—Mightest fear Jehovah: lf 

y fear you mean abject terror, then perfect love casts 
out fear ; but if you mean awe, reverence, passionate 
unwillingness to displease, then fear is a necessary 
element in love. This thought is one that continually 
recurs in Deuteronomy, like the motif in a piece of 
music.— 7hou and thy son... the God of thy fathers: 
These are also motif thoughts, reiterated in this ad- 
dress times without number. 

Verses 4-9.—Hear O /srae/: In the Hebrew the 
verb is shem‘a. The section is commonly known as 
‘*the Shem‘a.” It is the heart of the ego religion 
—to recognize the unity of God, to love him supremely, 
to teach this without ceasing. The precepts for su- 
preme love to God and equal love to men did not 
originate with Jesus. In the interest of truth and of 
intelligence we ought to emphasize the fact that Jesus 
and his apostles teach these precepts only as Old 
Testament doctrine, held alike by them and by their 
Jewish — (e.g. Luke ro : 25-28 cf. Mark 12: 
28-34). ind them forastgn... write them upon 
the doorposts : Much older than Moses is the custom 
of wearing a badge to indicate where one owes al- 
legiance, and the custom of publishing laws by in- 
scriptions at the gates. Jehovah requires such 
practises from his people, in token of their outspoken 
and abounding loyalty. For the later Jewish customs 
see ‘‘ Frontlets” in books of reference. 
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Lf God's word ts in the heart the life will reveal 
God's way. 
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The Heart of Obedience 


By S. D. Gordon 


EUTERONOMY is the series of quiet talks that 
D Moses gave in the plains of Moab during the 
last month of his life. They are fairly aflame 
with the eloquent fire of a God-touched brain and 
heart. This man talking here is the same one who 
so positively declared that he was not eloquent, but 
had a slow tongue. He was not promised a new 
tongue, but a God-touched tongue. Now -listen to 
this tongue, once slow, but, since God-touched, in ora- 
tions as great in their simplicity and sweep and 
pleading power as have come down tous. His pow- 
ers lay asleep until God woke them to their full life. 
Most men are strangers to the possible powers within, 
It is only as we yield to the sway of the Holy Spirit 
that we come into the use of the powers entrusted to 
us. And we are not true to ourselves nor to our pow- 
ers save as we yield actively and habitually to that 
sway. 
7 - people had a do0k. At God's direction Moses 
had with great care commenced early to put into book 
shape what God had spoken. uite likely, as he 
talked to them, Moses had this book open in his hand. 
That book became to them the standard of God's re- 
vealed will. ‘Their book is the beginning of our book. 
It has grown much larger through God-taught prophet 
and psalmist, biographer and letter-writer, but the 
heart of our book, every truth of it, is back in this 
old original bit that Moses held | as he talked. 
They reverenced the book because of what it brought 
to them of God. We handle it reverently, and love 
it tenderly, because here God reveals himself. We 
love it, not for its own sake simply nor chiefly, but 
because here the wondrous God is looking out into 
our faces, 

The purpose ot the book was, and is, to lead men 
to God and into Godlike lives. The great emphasis 
of Moses’ pleading is upon obedience. This is the 
key-word of Deuteronomy. Our English word * obe- 
dience” means to give ear to, to hear, tolisten. That 
means an ear opened so as to receive gladly into the 
hfe all that comes. Obedience 1s listening; that is, 
opening one’s self up eagerly and treely to God, The 
rose opens itself up tothe sun. The sun woos it into 
opening, and it yields. So come full size, fine beauty, 
and rich fragrance. ‘ The stars yield themselves to 
the mysterious power which holds them ‘swinging in 
space. So they retain their position, and do their 


work, and sing their song, and bring both beauty and 


blessing totheearth. The controlling power woos the 
stars; they yield. and so fulfil the purpose of their 
being. The babe instinctively draws the milk from 
the mother’s breast, and yields to the mother's soft 
love-touch. The mother woos it with a wooing that 
has only one parallel. It yields, and so comes into 
its growth and strength and beauty. God woos us 
men. He 1s our life-giving sun, the strangely strong, 
tender power that draws us to himself; our mother, 
holding us close to himself that so warmth and food 
and more lite may come. Obedience is yielding to 
this drawing power of God. Ifis opening up to God’s 
warm wooing. Obedience is not doing things because 
we should, that is the mere huskings. It is the glad 
opening up to the sun and air and warmth and life 
that God is te us. It is as natural to man apart from 
sin as the rose opening to the sun, as the babe taking 
the mother’s milk, as the stars swinging in their place. 
So comes to us beauty and fragrance, and newness 
and fulness of life. Sveey good thing of life comes 
to the obedient man even as beauty and fragrance to 
the rose that opens itself up to the sun, and as strength 
to the babe opening its mouth to the warm milk. 
Every evil of death comes to disobedience, even as 
to flower and babe refusing to open. 

The heart of obedience is love. This man, who 
knew the intimacy of God's presence as none other 
ever has except perhaps Enoch, said, ‘‘that thou 
mayest fear,” and *‘ thou shalt love.” These two are 
twin phrases. The word ‘‘ fear” has come to mean 
slavish fear, as of one who has us in his power, and 
may injure us. Its meaning here is the finely tem- 
pered sense of awe and reverencé we have for one 
whom we love. Love itself is always reverential. 
Love is the heart opening: freely to God, even as the 
rose to the sun. The sun comes in tothe rose. The 
rich color and sweet smell and full size are a part of 
the sun in the rose. The rose has part of the sun as 
itself because it opens up freely to the sun. We take 
in God as we open up to him. So his purity and holi- 
ness.and fragrant love come into us, and, become a 
bit of us. Love is the inner spirit of obedience. 

Every man wears /froutlets between his eyes. 
These Hebrew frontlets were worn to signify that 
the truth of God was being allowed to sway all within. 
As a man comes into maturity he carries ‘on his face 
between his eyes just so much of truth and of God as 
he has woven into the fabric of his life; or so much 
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of the absence of God as his life knows. A man’s 
face contains his creed, though most of us have little 
skill in reading it. A man may not carry his heart 
upon his sleeve, but he does carry it upon his face. 
Sin coatsens the face. Culture refines it. Selfish- 
ness hardens it. The Spirit of God enthroned within 
refines and softens, purifies and enriches. Of course, 
the man himself is not conscious of the story of his 
face. Neither Moses nor Stephen knew that his face 
shone, enor Judas that his face had the darkness of 
night upon it. Every man of us is meant.to carry 
God in his face. How much of God do men find in 
our faces? Just as much as our purpose and habit 
are writing there. : é 

Moses ‘hangs out a big red lantern,—‘ beware 
lest thou forget,”—and swings it back and forth eight 
times in these farewell talks. There is serious dan- 
ger ahead for these people. Moses knew them so well 
that he could plainly see it. A collision is always 
dangerous, and the more so when there is high speed 
and 1 disposition to ignore the warning signals. 
There was great likelihood of a head-on collision here. 
There had been several already, with bad results. 
Moses could see others ahead. They came, too, 
one after another. each a bit worse than the one be- 
fore, till the nation lay utterly wrecked on the Baby- 
lonian plain. The danger lamp was hung out olalaly 
and swung vigorously. Yet it was disregarded. 
Many a life has been sadly wrecked through disobey- 
ing this danger signal. k man should keep this red 
lantern, ‘‘ beware lest thou forget,’”’ wel! cleaned up, 
and trimmed, and burning brightly, and swung vig- 
orously and constantly in front of his eyes. 


Manpison, N, J. 
% 


The devil never worries over the religious in- 
structions of a child if only he may dominate its 


atmosphere. 
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Moses’ Missionary Sermon 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


OSES was trying to do for Israel what the mis- 

sionary 1s doing to-day,—teaching them about 

God and his requirements... What is there in 

Moses’ message that compares with that of the mod- 

ern missionary, and what could not Moses tell them 
that we.can preach to-day ?. 

1; Moses declared the character of God (Deut. 6: 
4,15; 7: 7)... Jehovah is the one and only God. He 
is jealous in that he will not permit his people to give 
him divided allegiance. That would. destroy his 
authority and their welfare. God is holy and loving. 
What a contrast to the ideas of the Africans, Hin- 
doos, Pacific Islanders, and others! 

2. Moses taught them their duties to God (6: 2, 5, 
13). They must love him with all their heart. This 
includes fear of displeasing him, obedience to his 
laws, and service. -Other religions teach no love for 
the deity; the peoples are afraid of their gods without 
a fear of grieving them. 

3. Moses also taught Israel their duty to men. 
They were to pass on their knowledge of God and 
his laws to the coming generations. 

All these things the missionary preaches, and adds 
the good tidings of the work and teachings of Christ, 
the new revelation of God. The Living Word is 
added to the written Word, and power is given to 
follow his twofold commands: those who have freely 
received should freely give; the call to ‘‘come” is 
followed by the command to ‘‘go”’; those who learn 
must teach; men should remember in order to do. 

Moses foresaw the great danger which confronted 
Israel, and which has always threatened God’s peo- 
ple,—that in prosperity they would forget. We receive 
and forget to give, we come but neglect to go, we 
learn but fajl to teach. To guard against this, Moses 
directed Israel to have God’s written words always 
with them (6: 7-9), even as we have the Living Word 
always with us(Matt. 28:20). God in the heart iseven 
more to be desired than God in the book. For the 
modern disciple, all is included in Paul’s injunction 
to ‘‘ Remember Jesus Christ’’ (2 Tim. 2: 8). 

An African king, who at first opposed the opening 
of a mission station in German West Africa, became 
interested 1n the missionary’s message, and was eager 
to learn and do. He knew the danger of forgetting, 
and began to keep three diaries,—one for his expense 
account, one for medical prescriptions, and one for 
Bible stories and the teachings of Christ. Many of 
the converts in China and India and Korea memoiize 
long passages of the Bible, that they may have God's 
word constantly with them. 

The great difference between the Jews and the na- 


‘tions of Canaan was due to the oracles of God that 


were committed to Israel. -The difference between 
nations to-day is marked by the extent to which the 
ee know God and obey his laws as given by 

osés and Christ. Many Jews professed to revere 
Mosés who failed to obey his teachings, and many 
mén to-day profess to revere Christ who refuse to 
follow him. Love is shown by life. The same prom- 
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LESSON FOR SEPT, 15 (Deut. 6: 1-15) 


ises are for those who obey to-day as were given to 
Israel (Deut. 6: 3; 5 : 33). 


References ; ** Preaching in Sinim,"’ Du Bois; ‘* A Brahmin 
‘Teacher,’’ Missionary Review, August, 1907. * 


No man can make God a present of his heart and 
retain a mortgage on his mind and might. ~ 
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Oriental 





HESE words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be upon thy heart.... And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they 

shall be for frontlets between thine eyes. And thou 
shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house, 
and upon thy gates (vs. 6,8,9). ‘Thy doings,” 
these things, ‘“‘every one of them, is written upon 
the plate of mine heart.” This is an Oriental way of 
saying that the things in question, pleasant or other- 
wise, are ever remembered plainly and without a pos- 
sibility of confusion or mistake ; moreover, this ex- 
pression is uttered with more or less of heat and 
significant gestures, but it is always understood to 
be figurative or symboiical. Nevertheless the later 
Hee at least, and their cousins and countrymen the 
oslems, understand literally the words of the eighth 
and ninth verses, and hence the phylacteries (Matt. 
23 : 5), which are cases of leather or metal containing 
strips of parchment inscribed with words from the 
Bible, and which the Jews wear on the forehead and 
left arm during their hours of devotion. On the same 
principle, other Orientals as well wear inside or out- 
side their garb scraps of paper written with sayings 
from the Bible, Qfiran, or some other sacred book. 
It also happens that the sacred volume is placed entire 
under the pillows of those who are mentally or physi- 
cally diseased.’ Written papers encased in different 
materials are sewn to the head-dresses of children, as 
watchers or guards against evil of any kind. 

In Sidon, as elsewhere in the East, sacred mottoes 
are to be seen on the outside of some of the houses. 
Many houses have inscriptions over the door. This 
custom prevails in every Muhammadan country. 

Cisterns hewn out, which thou hewedst not {v. 11). 
We arrived in Syria in December, 1893, and in 1894 
we hewed a cistern; and though the excavation is in 
a rock the cistern has not been made water-tight yet, 
though we spent time and money on it year after year. 
In 1906, my husband applied the principle in Matthew 
9 : 16 and Luke § : 36, and removed every inch of the 
old surface and imported new cement, and is now 
cementing it anew altogether. If the children of 
Israel found water-tight cisterns ready to their hand, 
that was not the least of their blessings. 


SHWEIR, MT. LEBANON, SyRIA, e 
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If you would lengthen your life you must 
strengthen it with the things of eternity. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


OSES knows his work is done (Num. 27 : 12-14). 
Proceeds to put his house inorder. Deuter- 
onomy the last words of one of the greatest men 

the world has yeaa One of the greatest and 
noblest pieces of the world’s literature. Here is elo- 
quence, and unless you are brass you will at times 
be thrilled. A favorite book with Christ, who con- 
tinually quotes it. So I want you all to go home and 
read it through this afternoon. Read it at a single 
sitting, and get its music into your soul, 


Hear...and observe to doit; that it may be well 
with thee (v. 3). God’s. blessings are sure,—but 
conditioned. To hear and to do what God says is to 
dive. If asked to define ‘‘ success,” that’s the an- 
swer (Matt. 7 : 24, 25). Are you ambitious and dream 
of greatness? In this verse you have the recipe to 
‘‘increase mightily” right here in dear old Chester 
County, the land *‘that floweth with milk and honey.” 
Let us learn this verse by heart, since it seems so to 
mean us Sunday-school folks. 


Hear, O Israel: thou shalt love Jehovah thy God 
(vs. 4, 5). While God wants obedience, he wants 
more. He wants love just as an earthly father does. 
He wants first place in our hearts. hen we truly 
love, the obedience part takes care of itself. Se has 
only to express the hint of a wish, and it is done, — 
eh, John? The best thing in a man is love,—and 
God wants our best. Loving God, we love all good 
and hate all evil. Love for the good elevates a ‘man. 
Love for noble people, nature, books, pictures, ani- 
mals, lifts a fellow. The nobler and higher the ob- 
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ject loved, the higher we are lifted and enlarged. 
God is the highest and noblest; loving him supremely, 
we rise to him, becoming nothing less than sons ! 
(1 John 3: 1, 2.) : 


Teach them diligently unto thy children (v. 7). 


._To teach. is one thing; to teach diligently quite an- 


other thing. ‘To the lack of pe teaching is due 
the ruin of the child. No child goes far wrong if 
raised right. How did your boy and girl come to 
quit the Sunday-school and lose its conserving influ- 
ence? Why are they not in the adult classes? A 
diligent father, you! So the children are the head 
of your house. ome is a university. Something in 
it to train every faculty. Conversation’s power for 
culture and training. We must have things in our 
hearts before we can teach them. We talk those 
things which interest us most. What things do the 
children hear talked most in your home? Did your 
children ever hear you talk to God? Family wor- 
ship. Precepts of small account—what is your life ? 
Remember Little Lord Fauntleroy in the story. He 
knew no fear because he never knew anything but 
love in his home. If your children go to the bad it 1s 
your fault (Eph. 6: 4). 


Give thee great and goodly cities (v. 10). A 
Dae change in their mode of life is impending. 

ill be exposed to special dangers. In spite of my 
warning, some of you will get to great and goodly 
cities, too, I reckon. Another Sunday-school class 
will get you in the city if you have God’s Word in 
your heart, between your eyes, and on your arm. 
Heart, head, and hand for God (Psa. 119: 11; Phil. 
2:5; Psa. 73: 23). Beware too much ag te 
Rich men's children are going down under luxury 
and worldliness, like the golden wheat before the 
gale. The gilded hells, the ‘‘ palm-rooms,” every 
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table with its cigarettes and bottle, are sapping the 
life-blood of Uppertendom. The awful pit is occa- 
sionally illuminated by the pistol-flash. God warns 
us as he warned his children of old. There was 
only one place of safety for them,—only one place of 
safety for you (John 10: 28, 29; Prov. 29: 25). 


Beware lest thou forget Jehovah (v. 12). The 
‘* Beware” sign means danger. Wealth is dangerous. 
Dumped-down wealth most dangerous. Why? Here is 
the answer. If youdo not forget the Lord, the houses, 
wells, vineyards, and olive-trees you may not have 
earned will be a blessing to you and to others. Vice 
versa. Do you want illustrations? Glance around 
you and find them in the gutter and on the avenue. 

here are men who once were active for God. Pros- 
perity came, and God is forgotten now. Here is the 
red signal ‘* Beware.” Watch the families of such 
men (Psa. 50 : 22). Look at history. Where are 
those nations that forgot God ? (Psa. 9: 17.) 


Jehovah thy God... ts ejrekes God (v. t5). God 
will tolerate no rival. e sometimes forget the 
stern and severe side of God. To try to serve God 
and the world vere means the displeasure of God 
and the contempt of the world (Matt. 6 : 24). God in- 
tends that you boys shall have all the good things 
going (Psa. 84:11). But there is one price you must 
pay. Itis this: faithfulness. As we proceed in our 
studies of Israel, you will see this truth worked out 
large. Faithful to God, they were blessed. Un- 
faithful, they went down, God is the same to-day. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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It's no use talking of loving the Lord when you 
make light of his law. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the dest illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed ‘By the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that, itis not, practigable to return un- 
available manuscripts. © not enclose return postage. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months im advance. 


10. December 8.—Ruth’s Wise Choice (Ruth 1° 14-22) Due Sept. 7 


11, December 15.—The Boy Samuel (1 Sam. 3: 1-21) . Sept. 14 
12. December 22.— Christmas Lesson (Matt. 2: 1-12). ‘* Sept. az 
13. December 30.— Review (Psa. 98)... ........ * Sept. 29 
1. January 5.—The Word Made Flesh (John1: 1-18). Oct. 6 
2. January 12.—Jesus and John the Baptist (John 1 : 

es. sa saieeh teats: cise nt nmeinesitins *.. Qet.29 
3. January 19.—Jesus and His First Disciples (John 

Stee a oe eS Boe ee Oe © ~=6 Oct. 20 


With God in the Midst of Business—Golden Text. 


EWARE lest thou forget Jehovah (Golden Text). 
A writer in The Christian Advocate tells this 
incident: ‘‘One day at noon I called to see 
aman at his place of business, ‘He is in, but 
ou cannot see him for twenty minutes,’ I was told. 
urged that my card should be sent to him, for it 
was important. The clerk replied, ‘I cannot do it ; 
come with me.’ He led me through the basement 
till we were beneath the sidewalk of Broadway. He 
bade me look quietly down a long corridor, at the 
other end of which I saw my friend upon his knees. 
The dim light revealed an open Bible upon a chair 
before him. The clerk then said, ‘He spends thirty 
minutes of the noon hour there each day, and there 
is not a man in the house who would dare to inter- 
rupt him.’”—7he Rev. William /. Hart, Earlville, 
N.Y. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
tllustration. 


Help From Looking Up—Golden Text. 


Beware lest thou forget Jehovah (Golden Text). 
A lumberman in Louisiana had traveled for hours 
under a scorching sun. His thirst was terrible. In 
vain he searched for water. Strength was failing. 
Despairing, he looked up and saw a ridge, crowned 
with pine-trees, their tops bending toward a hollow 
beyond. He knew that. this indicated water in the 
hollow... Soon he was cooling his parched lips. In 
time of need we look for help from man, but cannot 
find it. We despair, and are réady to yield the bat- 
tle, unmindful of the help to be gained by look- 
ing up.—From The Christian Endeavor World. 


Character’s Weight in This World.—Golden Text. 


Beware lest thou forget Jehovah (Golden Text). 
Dr. W.. A. Quayle, in The Sunday School Journal, 
says: ‘‘ Corporations, individuals, everybody wants 
the man who has an unblemished record. Drive this 
home hard. .. Strike,it into the very granite of youth’s 
heart. ‘ Be clean and you need not fear. Be clean 











and you need not be ashamed.’ Be clean and busi- 
ness men will feel you safe. Every week I receive 
one or more letters from business firms as to whether 
so and so is to be trusted for such and such a place. 
They are asking a preacher about character. That 
is a preacher's specialty. ‘Does he gamble, has he 
ever been dismissed from a position for dishonesty ?’ 
Does he drink?’ These are not questions asked 
about. aman or woman entering a church, as they 
sound, but of a man or a woman entering business. 
Character counts.”—Z7he Rev. William /. Hart, 
Earlville, N. Y. 


Wanted: an Every-Day Christian—v., 2. 


All the days of thy life (v. 2). This quotation is 
credited to Anna F. Burnham: ‘‘Some one spoke 
slightingly to his pastor of a newcomer in the church 
as an ‘every-day sort of Christian,’ meaning an 
average or commonplace Christian. But the shrewd 
old minister caught up the word with enthusiasm. 
‘ An every-day sort of Christian, is he? Is he that? 
I wish I had known it when I gave him the right 
hand of fellowship. I would have given him both 
hands. My greatest trouble is with the every-other- 
day sort of Christians.’”’ 





A Mother Confesses—v. 7. 


And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children (v. 7). In the Indiana Penitentiary I was 
told of a man who had come there under an assumed 
name. His mother heard where he was. She was 
too poor to ride there, so she walked. Upon her 
arrival at the prison she did not at first recognize her 
son in his prison suit and short hair, but when she 
did see who it was that mother threw her arms about 
that boy, and said: ‘tI am to blame for this ; if I 
had only taught you to obey God and keep the Sab- 
bath you would not have Soon here.” ow many 
mothers, if they were honest, could attribute the 
ruin of their children to the early training!—W. 
Strolmeter, South Bethlehem, Pa. From ‘** Great 
Joy,” by D. L. Moody. 


How to Let God in Your Life—v. 7. 


And shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest by theway, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up (v. 7). 
Phillips Brooks once said : ‘‘ If you will let him walk 
with you in your streets, sit with you in your oflices, 
and be with you in your homes, and teach you in 
your churches, and abide with you as the living 
presence in your hearts, you, too, shall know what 
freedom is, and while you do your duties, be above 
your duties ; and while you own yourselves the sons 
of men, know you are the sons of God.”—7he Rev. 
W. Thorburn Clark, Carrsville, Va. From The 
Ram's Horn. 
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When the heart unites in fearing and loving the 
Lord it is not likely to forget him. 





From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson 


ie mercifully upon us, O God, this day as we 

confess unto thee our ungrateful forgetting of 
thee. We remember how easily we have ac- 
cepted thy good gifts, and how scantily we have 
rendered thanks unto thee for them. How generous 
thou art in thy bounty, in thy never failing guidance ; 
how thoughtless we have been in the enjoyment of 
our blessings! Help us to turn more often to thee 
with simple words of thankfulness,—for health, for 
home and friends, for work and play, and for the 
quiet night of rest. And if any little success of ours 
should seem to be of our own strength of mind or 
body, grant unto us greater wisdom than to think so 
foolishly of cur doings, and teach us how utterly we 
must rest upon thee for the right outcome of any 
work committed to our care. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


Have you ever thought what a gooc ‘‘forgettery”’ 
most of us have? We forget words, and figures, and 
faces, and names, and we forget to do what we said 
we would, forget what it was even when we remem- 
ber that we promised something. And worst of all, 
we forget the kind things that are done for-us-—forget 
even the big, self-sacrificing things that cost some one 
heavily. id you ever hear a fellow say to his 
‘mother ‘‘I think you're mean /"’ Yes, and some of us 
are ashamed to remember that we ever heard our- 
selves say such a thing as that. Go back a few 
years. Scarlet feveris everywhere. You are in bed, 
weak, burning with fever. Your two brothers are 
down with the fever, too. Who went back and forth 
from room to room day and night so quietly you could 
only hear a soft rustling like leaves in the breeze— 
fanning you a moment, tucking your pillow up, strok- 
ing that fiery small hand of yours, and lifting you 
every little while for your medicine? You have al- 
most forgotten how she looked then in her cool white 
dress, that mother of yours, who would gladly have 
gathered that fever up from the three of you into her 
own veins if you could have thereby gone free. No, 
you could never ready forget all that: . Only, how 
easy it is to let the remembering tools get dull! Then 
we say the ugly word, do the unkind thing, run off 
after unworthy interests. 

Well, let's not. Why can’t we remember sharply 
and clearly the things that have been done for us— 
the wonders that God has wrought in our lives. Iam 
going to ask (pick out the best boy or girl 
speaker in the school for this a week ahead) to recite 
for us a familiar poem—one we need to hear often— 
Kipling’s Recessional [write on board ‘t Lest We For- 
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get"’] written at the time of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee 
celebration in England. 


God of our fathers, known of old, 
Lord of our far-flung battle line, 
Beneath whose awful hand we hold 
Dominion over paim and pine : 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget, lest we forget ! 


The tumult and the shouting dies ; 
The captains and the kings depart. . 
Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart ; 
Loid God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget ! 


Far-called our navies melt away, - 

On dune and headland sinks the fire ; 
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 

Is one with Nineveh and Tyre! 
Judge of the nations, spare us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget! 


If, drunk with sight of power, we loose 
Wild tongues that have not thee in awe, 
Such boasting as the Gentiles use 
Or lesser breeds without the law; 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget ! 


For heathen heart that puts her trust 
In reeking tube and iron shard ; 
All valiant dust that builds on dust, 
And guarding calls not thee to guard ; 
For frantic boast and foolish word, 
Thy mercy on thy people, Lord! 


And now let us rise and repeat the Golden Text, 
after which our pastor will dismiss us with prayer. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
anal 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psaim book *‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘*T need Thee every hour."’ Psalm 78 : 1-8. 


‘‘ Thee will I love, my Strength, my — (107: 1-4. 458 : 1-4.) 
‘Tower."’ Psalm 44 : 16-19. 

‘* Forth in thy name, O Lord.”’ (59: 9-11. 93 : I+3.) 

‘* Children of the heavenly King."’ Psalm AOR Aa te 6 

‘* Oh,. for a,eloser walk with God.”’ Red Vero : 4-6.) 

‘* Oh happy band of pilgrims."’ (106 : 5-7. 157 : 1-3.) 


‘* Nearer, my God,.to thee.’*; 


Psalm 128 : 1-4. 
‘** Frust and obey.”’ 


(191 :1, 2. :278: 1, 2.) 
% 


No man knows His love who ignores His law. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 

rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wainut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Thought: God’s Loving Care Through the 
Wilderness Journey. 


Lesson Story: Moses Reviews the Journey. 


Lesson Teaching : Remember to Keep God’s Com- 
mands. 


Golden Text: “ Beware, lest thou forget the Lord.” 
INTRODUCTION. 


Show some keepsake of interest to children, and 
suggest what it helps you to remember. Sometimes 
nar ger put such things away in a box or drawer to 
ook at once in a while; others wear their keepsakes, 
lockets, rings, watch-charms, etc. 

When my father was a boy he worked seven vears 
for the same man, learning to be aprinter. Each 
year his employer gave him a book to keep. One of 
them now belongs to me, a small, chunky, fine-print 
Bible. Every time I see it I am sure to remember 
how my father worked a whole year forit, and be- 
cause he prized it I prize it, too. Every person, 
every family, and every nation, have keepsakes 
which they value. (Suggest how carefully our Lib- 
erty Bell is kept, and why.) We keep our holidays 
—Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas—to kee 
in remembrance what happened on those days. Dif- 
ferent nations remember and keep different days, 
but there is one day which all ought to keep because 
God asks us to remember it. ‘*‘ Remember the sab- 
bath day to keep it holy.” You know that it is one 
of the ten commandments which God gave to the 
children of Israel. (Recall the events on Mt. Sinai 
when the tables of stone were given. Sketch them, 


and explain how carefully-they were put away in the 
ark, and kept in the tabernacle, and carried from 
camp to camp whenever the children of Israel moved 
in their long journey. ) 


REVIEW AND INTERVENING EVENTS. 


Nearly forty years had passed since they were 
given, and Moses had often talked to the people 
about them, At last their long journey was almost 
done. They had moved from the place where the 
fiery serpents were, they had safely passed through 
and around the land of their enemies, and were very 
near to the Promised Land—almost ready to enter it. 
Many of the people who first heard the command- 
ments at Mt. ginal had died during the long journey, 
but their children had grown to be men and women, 
and other little children were growing up. Moses 
wanted them to know all about God’s care during 
the oy: He knew that he would not live to 
enter the Promised Land with them. He had the 
people counted, that they might know how strong 
they were to conquer the Promised Land, and how 
many would need to find homes there. Then he 
own them together to give them a kind, fatherly 
talk. 

LESSON. 


First he told them how God had brought them out 
of Egypt, and cared for them through the long wil- 
derness journey. (Show the picture-roll.) Because 
the people in the Promised Land worshiped other 
gods, Moses warned the children of Israel not to for- 
get the Lord, who had led them to the end ot their 
journey. Then he told them how God had -given 
the commandments to be their safe guide, and he 
urged them to remember tokeep them. He told them 
that if they obeyed all would go well, but if they neg- 
lected or disobeyed, there would be trouble. Listen to 
his earnest words! (read 1 to3.) What was written on 
the tables of stone he wanted all the people to know 
by heart ? (vs. 5, 6), ‘‘ Love God with all thine heart.” 
‘*These words shall be in thine heart.” (Change 
the diagram to a heart:)- Although Moses. spoke 


‘in the fortieth year of the exodus. 
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these words to the parents, he told them that they 
must teach them carefully to all the children,—when 
sitting in the house, walking by the way, in the even- 
ing or morning. They should even write them upon 
their walls or gates. (Refer to any mottoes or charts 
which may be on your church walls.) If it was help- 
oe for those children to learn them, it is helpful 
or us. ' 

God promised many good things if they remem- 
bered to kéep his culnenasidé, great cities, houses, 
wells, vineyards, olive-trees, etc. Hundredsof years 
had passed since God promised the land to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and at last.it was to be theirs. 

: Because it is so easy to 
‘forget, Moses warned 
them, saying, ‘‘Be- 
ware, lest thou forget 
the Lord (complete the 
outline), for if you do, 
and serve other gods, 
Jehovah will destroy 
you from off the face of 
the-earth.” 

‘* T forgot” makes lots 
of trouble for boys and 
girls to-day. ‘‘ 1 forgot 
to take my book home,” 
‘*I forgot to shut the 
gate and the horses got 
out,” I forgot to learn 





BEWARE 
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up that I forgot to say 

my prayer,” etc. 
is surely grieved when his chiidesn forget to thank 
him for all his blessings, when they forget his holy 
day, etc. The text which Moses gave to the children 
of Israel ought to help you and me: ‘ Beware [be 
careful], lest ¢houw forget the Lord.” God never for- 
gets us, let us not forget God. 





‘* Father, help us to remember 
This sweet lesson from thy Word, 
Write upon our hearts forever, 
Truths that we this day have heard.’’ 
(Tune, “ What a Friend we have in Jesus.’’) 
Peoria, ILL: 


& 


You cannot expect a child to be at home with God 
unless you have God in your home, 


<- 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


N THE quiet of the country-side, under the dining- 
tent of the camp, we all listened carefully while 
one clear-voiced man read to us the whole lesson 

passage. I arranged it this way in order that the 
verses might have the full effect of a public address 
or. plea. 

After we had heard the passage read, we sought its 
proper setting. Moses, now an old man ; the people 
With prophetic 
vision Moses looks down the years and sees that the 
people who are so dear to him are going to need 
certain things, and need them badly. hat are those 
things ? . 

Well, of course, if you and I were giving the ad- 
vice we might have told them that they would need 
haces: yo to fight, and a whole lot of other things that 
would seem most useful in conquering a new country. 
But look what Moses told them. He said, ‘‘ Don’t 
forget God.” ‘That wasn’t a very long message, but 
in one way or another he said it over and over again. 
Forget God? Well, you wouldn’t really think they 
could, after all God had done for them. But, again, 
you wouldn’t think any of us could forget God after 
all he has done for us; yet we do. I wonder what 
really constitutes *‘ forgetting God” ? Do we forget 
that there is a God? Oh, no; we always remember 
that. But we do forget to do as he wants us to do. 
Now here it seems to me that Moses pleaded with the 
people not to be changeable. He wanted them to be 
true to God all the time, not just now and then. 

Somehow it sounds as though Moses said to them, 
‘*Be true to.your colors.” What kind of soldier 
would a fellow make who served first in one army 
and then in the army of the enemy, and then changed 
back again? It wouldn't be long before he would be 
shot as a traitor. Now Moses told them that one of 
the best ways to be true to their colors was by remem- 
bering the words that God had spoken to them, and 
letting everybody else know that they loved God’s 
words and tried to do his commandments. He said, 
«« Write them on your door-posts and on your gates.” 

A Christian man sat in a railroad car near some men 
who were cursing and swearing aloud. Finally the 
Christian man started in to sing, ‘‘ What a friend we 
have in Jesus.” The others said to him, ‘‘ Here, you 
shut up.” ‘Oh, no,” he said, ‘‘in your language, 


and all you’ve done, you’ve been standing up for 
your ftiend ; now I'll sing a little about my Friend.” 














—— 








LESSON FOR SEPT, I5 (Deut. 6: 1-15) 


And the passengers got about him, and said, ‘* That’s 
right, sir ; you go ahead and sing.” eh i 
like to see people and things go right on doing 
what God intended them to do without turning this 
way and that. The little crocus comes up in the 
spring and just blooms; the snow may fall and 
cover it, but it just keeps right on blooming... Here’s 
that wonderful material we call phosphorus, out of 


which we make matches. It seems to be the busi-- 


|ness of phosphorus just to burn ; and it will burn 
‘even under water. 

So Moses asked the Israelites to be true to the 
work God had given them to do, and to wear their 
religion so that people could see it. And that’s just 
what God asks of you and of me to-day. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
< 


They who fear the Lord have no fear of him. 
<2? - 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


OU have not time to speak of the history, or the 
analysis in detail of this fascinating book, the 
law-book of Israel. But point out first that 

Deuteronomy contains the sum of human duty as the 
Israelites conceived it (10 : 12, 13). The religious 
creed of the nation of this lesson (6: §. 6). lt wasa 
part of the daily prayers of the people. anene spoke 
of it as the most important saying in the Bible (Mark 
12: 28-30). Deuteronomy sets forth what is men’s 
service of God, its motive, the consequences of dis- 
obeying his law, and the reward of loving obedience 
tohim. ‘Take the opportunity of this lesson, then, to 
show what the Bible is and its fundamental difference 
from other books. Show that the whole Bible is a call 
to mankind to love and obey God, whose character is 
revealed in it, whose laws are stated, and whose 
claims to obedience are set forth init. Explain that 
this call comes with supreme authority because it is 
the voice of God attested by the inward promptings 
of men’s souls to answer it. Therefore the Bible is 
often called the Word of God, not because God wrote 
its words, but because he inspired men to write it, 
and because his voice is everywhere heard in it by 
those who listen for him, calling them to obey him as 
the thing of supreme importance. 
'- Show how the purpose of the Bible, to redeem men 
from the sin of disobedience to God and to bring them 
into obedient fellowship with him, appears every- 
where in it. Many books have been written with the 
same purpose. But explain how the Bible differen- 
tiates itself from them all, first by its place in human 
history, and hext by the quality and authority of the 
voice heard in it calling men to obey and love God. 
Show that its history of the Hebrews differs from the 
history of other nations because it was written to re- 
veal how God used the Hebrews to bring about the 
redemption of mankind. Its heroes,‘ef whom Jesus 
Christ was supreme, lived as obedient servants of 
God to accomplish this purpose. Its songs are aspira- 
tions for redemption or thanksgiving in the experi- 
ence of it. Read Psalm 118. Its philosophy is the 
working out of the process of redemption, by which 
human souls resist the utmost enticement of evil and 
are brought by the might of divine love into intelli- 
ent and blissful union with their Almighty Father. 
se the drama of Job as an illustration. ‘The theme 
of the Bible is the thesis of the book of Proverbs, ex- 
ressed in Proverbs 8 : 35, 36, and illustrated in the 
Gorman on the Mount (Matt. 7 : 24-27). 

Now show that the address of Moses (Deut. 5 : 1- 
II : 32), introducing the statutes of the divine law 
(12 : 2-26: 19), is another form of expressing this con- 
trolling theme of the Bible. He states the basis of 
all specific commandments, the Ten Words we have 
already studied (5 : 6-21), and the circumstances in 
which they were uttered by Jehovah. He states again 
the object of giving them the law (6: 1-3), and then 
sets before them the sum of religion as: 

- The Supreme Love (vs, 4,5). Show that the funda- 
mental teaching of the Bible is that God asks of men 
only that they shall fulfill the purpose for which they 
were created, that they shall make actual what is 

otential within them. The supreme wisdom is ‘‘ to 
ove Jehovah thy God, to obey his‘voice, and to cleave 
unto him ; for he is thy life” (Deut. 30: 20). Empha- 
size the naturalness of obeying God. But show that 
love in the Bible is primarily an intellectual act, the 
choice of the object to be loved. It is the act which, 
appropriating God as the ideal of all excellence, results 
in affection for him controlling the whole life. This, 
Moses said, is not too difficult for any one (Deut. 30: 
II-14). 

The Supreme Duty (vs. 6-9). The words in that 
gold-covered box in the most holy place in the taber- 
nacle were written also on the hearts of the people 
whom Moses was addressing. They are written on our 
hearts. Our first duty is to keep them there clear and 
distinct, to make them the watchwords in the family, 
to instill them into children, to hold them by speech 
and example before the community. To obey them 
in spirit through our love to him who created us to 
fulfill their meaning is to make happy homes, a holy 
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societv, to lead the world into peace through self- 
poised lives knit by cords of love to the wise and good 
ruler of the universe. 

The Supreme Remembrance (vs. 10-15). The great- 
est of all dangers is that of forgetting God. The 
fading of the divine voice within the soul is the ap- 

roach of the death of the soul. That voice should be 
istened to diligently and daily in the closet, the 
family, the church, the community. Prosperity that 
silences it is a curse (vs. oe Compare verses I3- 
15, with the words of Jesus (Matt. 7 : 17-21). 

Boston, 


tah 
The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Significance of Religion 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Deut. passim). 


Professor McFadyen has well said in his valuable 
volume relating to Old Testament Introduction that 
Deuteronomy is one of the epoch-making books of 
the world. tt is at once the record and the result of 
a deliberate attempt to apply religious principles to 
social conditions, to supplant the ancient clannish, 
selfish, retaliatory, ‘‘ tit-for-tat’” law of the desert, 
which merely aimed to deal out to a culprit a fair 
equivalent for what he had done, with a trifle added 
for good measure, by an intelligent, thoughtful, 
kindly law of friendliness which took some account 
in guilt of the conditions under which the crime was 
committed, and visited the accidental crime with a 
moderate or nominal penalty, the intentional one 
with full severity. Deuteronomy represents the rec- 
ognition of social rights and obligations in a commu- 
= by the individual, and their proper enforcement. 

euteronomy as a law book also represents the re- 
ligious element in civil enactments, and the introduc- 
tion of social and religious needs. It set forth the 
religious way of living everyday life, and for reasons 
that appeal toevery thoughtful man. For this reason 
it had a far-reaching effect upon Israelitish thinkin 
and religious practise, promoting more kindly an 
fair-minded judgments, and encouraging a view of 
history as the outcome of the loving providence of 
God. oe abba. 

The book of. Deuteronomy ‘is well worth a careful 
reading, and particularly the introductory matter. 
It has Snr introductions which may be distinguished: 
I: I-5, a purely formal statement regarding the place 
of giving forth the law ; 1: 6 to 4: 43, an historical 
résumé of the events of. the generation spent in the 
desert, concluding with an appeal to the spirit of 
obedience ; 4: 44-49,.another, formal introduction ; 
and 5-11, an exhortation to faithfulness and diligence, 
with promises of Jehovah’s gracious care. The 
choicest part of Deuteronomy is this last-mentioned 
section, where the writer is neither a historian nor a 
jurist, but a religious teacher. It is difficult to com- 
ment upon such noble utterances as we find in chap- 
ter 6 and following: Jehovah is the one and only 
God ; he loves you passionately ; he has brought you 
in his providence to all that you enjoy ; he asks you 
to love and serve him with your whole soul ; he fur- 
ther.requires you to act toward your fellow-men with 
justice and thoughtful kindness, even as he has had 
only lovingkindness for you; you should not only 
obey his word, but teach your posterity to obey. 
Then will he bless you and give you permanence, 

Is there anything out-of-date in this message ? 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


McFadyen’s ‘‘Old Testament Introduction” (pp. 
51-61) has some very good remarks about Deuter- 
onomy. Ryle’s article in the Hastings Dictionary is 
worth reading inthe untechnical parts. But the text 
needs little explanation. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 


The class should not omit the reading of other fine 
passages in this portion of Deuteronomy. For in- 
stance, let different ones read aloud, 7 : 6-11; 8: 1-10; 
8 : r1-54, 17, 238; 10 : 12 to Ir : 3; 15 : 8-z2. ‘The 
problem for the class is to catch the Deuteronomic 
spirit. Notice therefore: 

The Purpose of this Introductory Exhortation. 
Think of the great political change which took place 
when Israel entered Canaan, and the corresponding 
social changes. Did these call for religious changes, 
too? 

Fear Jehovah. What sort of fear? Can we love 
God and fear him at the same time ? 3 

Jehovah's Character. Formulate what is said 
about God in these chapters in his relations with 
men. How reconcile 6: 15 with 7:9? 

Man's Duty. Wow is this to be performed toward 
God and our fellow-men? 

The Teaching of Religion. There are those who 
decry religious instruction to children as developing 
unnaturalness. How about it? 

Putting on Frontlets. Is there any way of wear- 
ing them at present to which we can conform ? 

God's Promises. Some say that what God did for 
Israel, and what he has done for America, are aston- 
ishingly parallel. Do such passages as 6 : 10, II; 
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7:1, 12-14; 8: 7-9, etc., have any force as we read 
them ? 
The Fundamental Requirement. What was it? 
Boston. _ 


Practise impresses the precept. 
<_o 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—Deut. 6: 1-15 . 
‘luesday.—Deut. 6: 16-25 * F 
Wednesday.—Deut. 8: 1-10, . . . . . . » Remember to do 
Thursday. —Deut. 8: 11-20 ......, Lest ye forget 
Friday.—Deut. 11: 18-28 ........0-6. In the heart 
Saturday.—]James 1: 19-27 ....... Hearers and Doers 
Sunday.—John 15 : 8-17 . . ‘*Keep my commandments. "’ 


Moses pleading with Israel 
ee . “* For our good.”’ 





The Boy Next Door 


By Emma C. Dowd 


T Rk boy next door was walking in the back yard. 
Norton spied him, and ran across the room. 
‘* I’m going to get acquainted with him,” he told 
his mother, as he rushed by her. 

The boy next door had moved in two days before, 
but-this was the first time Norton had had a chance 
to be neighborly. 

In three minutes Norton was back in the house, 
his face dark and scowling. 

‘Nice boy he is!” was the indignant exclamation. 
** | climbed ‘up on the fence, and said ‘ Hullo!’ and he 
threw up his hand and wriggled it, and then I said, 
‘Come on over and play!’ and he never answered a 
single word! Guess I shall run after boys that won’t 
Speak to me!’ 

‘* Perhaps he is bashful,’’ Mrs. Wilcox said. ‘I'd 
try again if I were you.” 

‘* Well,” Norton replied, ‘*perhaps he is. I didn’t 


‘think of that.” 


In the afternoon Norton came by the house as the 
boy next door was going in. Norton said, ‘‘ Hullo!” 
in a most friendly way ; but at first the other did not 
notice. him at all: Then he turned his head and 
waved a greeting. 

“I thought he was going to be decent this time,” 
Norton afterward told his mother; ‘** but he just 
stood there like a dunce wriggling his hand, and 
never answered a word when I asked him if he was 
going to my school. I never saw such an impolite 
boy. I’m not going to speak to him another time. 
I don’t want to stand there and talk to him just to be 
grinned at.” ‘ 

‘It is certainly very strange,” Mrs, Wilcox said. 
‘*] don’t understand it.” 

.After that Norton always walked straight past the 
boy next door with his head held high. 

‘‘I’m not going to be snubbed by him,” he told his 
mates. 

Thus it went on for nearly a week. Then a neigh- 
bor came in to visit with Mrs. Wilcox. Norton was 
in the rcom. 

‘*I called on Mrs. Mansfield yesterday,”’ said the 
neighbor. ‘‘She is a very pleasant woman, I think 
we shall all like her. And the boy, Jasper, is a 
sweet little fellow. You must get acquainted with 
him, Norton. It is a pity he is deaf and dumb, isn’t 
it? Oh, didn’t you know it? Yes, he cannot hear a 
sound. His mother thinks he may be taught to talk, 
but he is not strong enough to go away to school yet. 
He could hear as well as anybody when he was 
little, but just as he was beginning to talk he had 
this dreadful sickness, and it left him totally deaf. 
So that ended his talking. He is very lonely, having 
had to leave all his mates. They lived away up at 
the north end of the city. His mother says she 
hopes he can get acquainted with the children around 
here, but of course they can’t talk with him, and it 
makes it bad. He talks fast enough with his fingers. 
Dear me, how he makes them fly!” 

Mrs. Wilcox turned to where Norton had been sit- 
ting, but he was not there. After the visitor had 
gone, his mother found him crying. 

‘*To think I should have been so mean to him!” 
Norton sobbed. 

‘* But you didn’t know,” his mother said soothingly. 

Norton started up, and brushed away his tears. 

‘‘I’m going straight over to see him!” he cried. 

From that hour the two were fast friends, and in 
time Norton learned to ‘‘ wriggle”’ his fingers almost 
as fast as Jasper himself. 


MERIDEN, CONN. 
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A Story of the 


Boxer Troubles 








Knights Who Fought 
the Dragon By Edwin Leslie 


This is a clean, pure story, without any of the nauseating ‘‘ problems ’’ 
disfiguring so many of the works of fiction of the present day, even some of 








the books of authors of the first rank and unquestioned standing. 
What more it is, is well said by The New York Examiner in a recent 


review : 


* This is a story of missionary work in China in the closing months 
of the nineteenth century. ... The brewing and the breaking of the 
storm raised by the bands ot ‘ Righteous Harmony Fists,'’ the 
cruelty of the rioters, the sad perplexities and sore trials of the 
native Christians and the foreign missionaries, are set before us in 


Mr. Leslie's pages. The 


described in detail. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The picturesqueness of the sand-bag barri- 
cades, the fierceness of the assault on the wall, the resourcefulness 
of the imprisoned company, the providential change of wind while 
Hanlin College was on fire: these are all presented so as to fix 
this memorable crisis in the reader's memory."’... 


PRICE, $1.00, POSTPAID 


Send order to your bookseller, or direct to the publisher, 


andarin, Wang, puts the Boxers’ 
claim that they were bullet proof to the natural test. 
ders if this was done in many cases, 


One won- 
The siege of Peking is 
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Off the 
Rocks 


By Wilfred T. Grenfell 


With an Introduction by 
HENRY VAN DYKE 





Vivid pen pictures of life on the Labra- 
dor coast, with its hardships and dan- 
gers. Thrilling with adventure, 
these sketches are told so simply that 
the man who wrote them, and who is 
the very center of their action, almost 
succeeds in hiding himself from view. 
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248 pages; 11 illustrations. 
our Book Catalog. 
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AUGUST 31, 1907 


Fora Rousing Rally Day 





When the Scholars Domeward Fly 






An object’ lesson from the Homing or Carrier pigeon on the Rally Day invitations 


sent to the members of the North Baptist school, Camden, New Jersey. 


The use of the 


word ‘* Domeward ”’ instead of ‘* Homeward”’ is explained by the fact that a dome is a 
striking architectural feature of the North Baptist Church building. 


oa 
A Parable for Christ’s Soldiers 


Frequently the best programs are home- 
made. When the committee has studied the 
conditions, it is often possible to provide 
features far more appropriate than any sug- 
gested in ready-made programs from outside 
sources. Many committees have been sur- 
prised, after planning with fear and trembling 
their first original program, to discover that, 
all unsuspected, there were within reach two 
or three teachers or pupils in the school able 
to write most acceptably or to make bright 
plans. 

The First Presbyterian Sunday-school of 
Wheeling, West ‘Virginia, has discovered 
such a man in the assistant superintendent, 
Mr. John McMaster. At the last Rally Day 
exercises the central feature of the program 
was ‘* The Story of the Prince’s Army,’’ in 
which in parable form, the Sunday-school 
army and its Commander were presented with 
great spirit. When at the proper moment 
the Sunday-school banner was unfurled, the 
tide of enthusiasm ran high. The effective- 
ness of the plan may be judged by this report 
of Mr. McMaster’s address : 


The Story of the Prince’s Army 


This is the story of a great and mighty 
Prince, who ruled in equity and love, and 
always in the best interests of his children. 
When obedient to his rule every blessing was 
theirs. All had perfect happiness in his 
service, because they had promises of great 
rewards here, and at last a golden crown. 

But a strong and bitter enemy arose, who 
tried to dethrone the Prince ; jealousy and 
pride were his chief qualities, -He too 


| promised great rewards to his many followers. 


He gave wealth and power, glory and great- 
ness, with much ease and pleasure, but these 
were all fleeting and transitory, and many of 
his promises were never. fulfilled. 

With all this opposition the Prince’s army 
was constantly growing more powerful and 
aggressive. Recruits of all ages and from all 
countries were constantly joining the ranks. 
A free invitation was offered and a warm 
welcome given to all who came that they 
might share present blessings and secure the 
final reward. 

When the army went forth to war, the old 
veterans were placed where the battle was 
hottest and the fighting fiercest, and messages 


| of encouragement were gps sent from 


the Commander to the weak, the weary and 
faint-hearted, To others it was given to 


| ** Hold the Fort ”’ till he himself.should come, 
| for he had said, ‘* Behold I come quickly and 


my reward is with me.”’ 

The great Commander had provided the 
very. best equipment for his army, Each 
soldier carried a wonderful sword that. cut 
two ways. They were provided with shields 
that no darts of the enemy could pierce. The 


= = | helmets on their heads -were. made of the 
in ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- | 


toughest steel. Then they had wonderful 
shoes, so'that when the enemy heard the tramp 
of their marching they said, ‘‘ Righteousness 





% 


and peace go with these men.’? And their 
hearts failed them for fear, and all the while 
there was a strange, invisible, but powerful 
force around the Prince’s camp, that gave to 
his men confidence and encouragement, and 
assured them of final victory. 

Once in a while a herald on a great white 
horse rode down the line and proclaimed in 
the hearing of the whole army, ‘‘ Hold fast 
till I come, let no man take thy crown.’’ 

Yet with all these encouragements was it 
not strange that some in the ranks became cold 
and indifferent? ‘Some wanted fair weather 
only for their marching. Some were willing to 
be in the ranks, but wanted none of the hard 
work, scouting or fighting. Some wanted 
more ease and pleasure, although the Mas- 
ter had told them that his yoke was easy 
and: his burden light). «.° 2+ “si **%.) ¢ 

The Commander had been all over the 
way himself, and knew the ground. _ He 
knew every turn in the road, and where the 
fighting was likely to be hardest, and he sent 
to all of his followers this message: ‘‘ Fear 
not, I am with thee; my right hand shall 
uphold, thee.’’ ‘ 

In some divisions of the army-the soldiers 
held a grand’ reunion once a year to encour- 
age one another, and get new orders from 
their. Master. Many new faces were then 
noticed in the ranks, full of life, energy, and 
enthusiasm, eager for the new campaign, for 
it was not told in the camp that victory was 
nigh. 

In one of the commands one day the cap- 
tain ordered a grand review of all of the 
troops in the field, When the order was 
given to march, it was grand to see the ap- 
pearance they made when they took posi- 
tion. The standard-bearers at the head 
unfurled the colors, then the. captain’s voice 
was heard along the whole line, ‘* Who 1s 
on the Lord’s side ? ‘Shoulder arms !’’ And 
then from the whole army there arose a 
shout like the voice of many waters : 


‘* We are on the Lord's side 
We will serve the King.”’ 


Then as the banner was unfurled there 
appeared on it the sign of our warfare, ‘‘ The 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,’’ and the 
whole army was. Stimulated by its appear 
ance and the inscription thereon, ‘* By This 
Sign We Shall Conquer.”’ 

Then in different sections of the army, as 
they kept step, was heard the sound of many 
marching songs, among them such as these : 


‘*Where He leads me I will follow.’’ 
Then in another section : 
‘*In the cross of Christ I glory.’’ 


After which the whole army would take up 
the grand railying march : 
‘* The Son of God goes forth to war, 
We follow in his train." 


Children of this Sunday-school, you have 
your’ leaders before you, you have your 


marching orders,—and by this sign you shall 
conquer, 
































LESSON FOR SEPT. 15 (Deut. 6: 1-15) 





THE SUNDAY 








In Your Sunday-School 











Let us make it Down Hill in every direction to the First Presbyterian Sunday-school, 


on Rally Day. 
% 


Inviting the Children 


An effective Rally Day invitation was sent 
out to the children several years ago by the 
late Mrs. Ella B. Whittaker, superintendent 
of the primary department of the Ruggles 
Street Baptist Church, Boston. First an at- 
tractive pen sketch of several children was 
given (think of the labor involved in this !), 
Then followed these words : 

‘* These boys and girls have left vacation 
behind, and all started for Sunday-school, 
because they have heurd it was Rally Day in 
the Senior Primary Department at Ruggles 
Street Baptist Church, September 29th. 
Look sharp and see if you see yourself among 
the number, and if not, then hurry and join 
the procession, for we are going to have a 
grand time. Bring a fish with you, atid do 
not fail to come. 


Lovingly your teacher, 
ELLs B, WHITTAKER, 


% 
A Letter Announcing the Day 


A carefully prepared letter is worth while ; 
and the approach of the rallying season pre- 
sents an opportunity to get in touch with the 
members of the school of which the wide- 
awake superintendent isnot slow to avail 
himself. In ‘**The City Sunday School,’ 
by Superintendent Brown of the Bushwick 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 
of Brooklyn (published by The Sunday 
School Times Co., at 25 cents), are given a 
series of Rally Day letters notable for their 
completeness as well as for their statement of 
definite aims to be kept before the school. 
Here is a sample letter addressed to the 
junior, intermediate and senior scholars : 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., September 10, 1906 
Rally Day, September 30, 1906. 
DEAR FRIEND: 


How glad we shall be after the separations 
of the summer to get our big Sunday-school 
family together on Sunday, September 30, for 
our Rally Day service. Many of our school 
have a fine record for faithful summer attend- 
ance upon Sunday-school while at home and 
away, and do not need to be rallied in that re- 
spect. But Rally Day gives us all an oppor- 
tunity to greet each other, to have our hearts 
cheered by an inspiring service, and to move 
forward with one accord in our important Sun- 
day-school work. 

A program has been prepared worth coming 
to hear. The decorations will be attractive 
There will be a Roll Call of the classes. We 
trust your class will get the recognition for 
‘‘every member present.’’ Don't disappoint 
your teacher and class and superintendent by 
being absent. 

I.et us make this the greatest Rally Day 
session our school has ever had, the bugle note 
for better attendance, better lesson study, better 
interest than ever before. ‘To accomplish this, 
we must have your help and presence. 

I hope you will be on hand ten minutes be- 
fore 2.30 Rally Sunday to greet your teacher, 
superintendent, and friends. And I should be 
greatly pleased if we could have this prompt 
attendance every Sunday. 


Very cordially, 
FRANK L. BROWN, Supt. 


P. S.—Will you not evidence your interest in 
the school by a hearty invitation to at least one 


to suffer shame for his name. 





neighbor or friend to join our school on Rally 
Day, if not attending elsewhere. Secure if pos- 
sible a member for the Crade Roll or Home 
Department, and hand names with birthday to 
the secretary or superintendent. 


x A 


A Harvest Home Service 


The Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of 
Huntington, Indiana, on Rally Day, 1906, 
made use of a striking and original Harvest 





Home service. The use of Scripture passages 
is especially noteworthy. The responsive 
reading was not a mere incident, but the 
chief feature of theservice. The well-chosen 
sub-titles divided the reading conveniently | 
and attractively, thus : 


Harvest 


Supt. : Thou shalt keep the feast of ingather- 
ing, which is in the end of the year, when thou 
hast gathered thy labors out of the field. 

School: And thou shalt observe the feast of | 
weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and | 
the feast. of ingathering at the year's end. 

Supt. : Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled. 

School; Lift up your eyes and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest. 

Supt. : The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest that he would send forth laborers 
into his harvest. 

School; Thrust in the sickle, and reap ; for 
the time is come for thee to reap ; for the har- 
vest of the earth is ripe. 


Wanted—Harvest Hands 

Supt.: And he, trembling and astonished, 
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

School; And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what’thou must do. 

Supt.: Also I heard the voice of the Lord, 
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? Then said I, Here am I ; send me. 

School: Yea, doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ. 

Supt. ; And they departed from the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were worthy 


School; ‘This is my commandment, That ye 
love one another, as I have loved you. Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. 


Wanted—Workers, not Shirkers 


Supt. : Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

School; But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts ; and be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you the reason of tlie 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. 

Supt. : For which cause I also suffer these 
things : nevertheless, i am not ashamed ; for 
I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day. 


Continual Work 


Supt. : Preach the word ; be instant in sea- 
son, out of season ; reprove, rebuke, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine. 

School: In the morning sow thy seed; and in 
the evening withhold not thine hand : for thou | 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this | 
or that, or whether they both shall be alike 





good. 
Supt. : I must work the works of him that 


Ps 
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sent me, while it isday ; the night cometh when 
no man can work. 

School: Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave 
whither thou goest. 

Supt. ; For the Son of man is as a man tak- 
ing a far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

School: Be ye strong, therefore, and let not 
your hands be weak: for your work shall be 
rewarded. 

Supt.: For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labor of love, which ye ~have 
showed toward his name, in that ye have mia- 
istered to the saints, and do minister. 

School: But let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in him- 
self alone, and not in another. For every man 
shall bear his own burden. 


Wages Received 


Supt. : And he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal : that both 
he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice 
together. 

School: And herein is that saying true, One 
soweth and another reapeth. 

Supt.: Every man's work shall be made 
manifest : for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work, of what sort it is. 

School: If any man's work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

Supt. : If any man's work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss ; but he himself shall be saved ; 
yet so as by fire. 

School: For God shall bring every man’s 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


When Wanted—At Once 


Supt. : Say not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto 
you, Lift up your eyes and look on the fields ; 
for they are white already to harvest. 

School: And, behold, I come quickly ; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be. 

Supt. : Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 


| ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 


the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 


«,,@od’s Care for the Harvesters 


(pt. : Jesus said, Be not anxious for your 
life,-what ve shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; 
nor yét for your b6ody,:what ye shall put on, 
Is not the life more than meat and the body 
than raiment? 


School; Behold the fowls of the air; they | 


sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 


| batns} yet Yolr heavenly Father feedeth them. 


Are ye not much better than they ? 

Supt. : And why take ye anxious thought for 
raiment? ‘Cofsider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow’; they toil not, neither do they spin ; 
and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

School; Therefore if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 


| cast into the oven, shall he not much more | 
| clothe you, O ye of little faith ? 


Supt,.: Cast all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you. 








What It Is 
Composition of the Famous Food 
A widespread interest has been cre- 
ated among good livers as to the com- 
— of Grape-Nuts, the food that 
as become popular and famous the 
world over. 


It has long been known to physicians, 
chemists and food 


very choice sugar by the act of intestinal 
digestion in the human body. This 
sugar is identical with, and is known as 
grape-sugar, and it is in condition for 
immediate transformation into bloed and 
the necessary structure from which the 
delicate nerve centres are built up. 

A food expert followed a line of ex- 
periments until he produced the food 
called Grape-Nuts, of which grape-sugar 
forms the principal part, and it is pro- 
duced by following Nature’s processes 
in a mechanical way. That is, heat, 
moisture, and time are the methods em- 
ployed and directed by scientific facts 
gained in research. 

Grape-Nuts food is probably entitled 
to the claim of being the most perfectly 


adapted food for human needs in exist- | 


ence. Certain it is that the user’s de- 


| light in the flavor and the perfect action 


of intestinal digestion during the-use of 
Grape-Nuts is satisfying, and the added 
strength of body confirms the fact. 
‘«There’s a Reason.” Read ‘‘ The Road 
to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
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The 
Home. Department } 
of To-Day { 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 


Mrs. Stebbins tells of the essen- 4 
tial details connected with a 
successful Home Department ; + 
she also tells of the use of the 
Messenger service and other ? 
agencies ; in fact, if you want + 
to know anything about the 
Home Department, —before it is + 
Started, when it runs smoothly, 
or when it needs a tonic,— Mrs. ? 
Stebbins’ book will help you. 
It tells of methods tried and 
roved, and gives numerous 4 
interesting and inspiring inci- 
dents of the work. ¢ 
Price, 25 cents, net. 4 


Order from your bookseller, 
or direct from the publishers, ¢ 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 4 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Rally Day Services fend Ten Cents 
THE YEAR'S JUBILEE 


and two others, for Rally, Harvest, Missionary and 
Anniversary days. Complete in every detail. ssc. 
the dozen, postpaid, $4.25 the hundred, postpaid. 

hila.: 1018-20 Arch St. 
HALL-MACK CO. | New York: 156 Fifth ave. 


Chicago: 95 Dearborn St. 


LOANED FREE 


p2-Rage pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Songs 
or Camp Meetings and Evangelistic Services. T 


BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago. 

















EIGHTH YEAR OPENS OCTOBER 9th, 1907. 


BIBLE Teiitité SCHOOL 


541 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY. 


FITS MEN AND WOMEN FOR 
ALL KINDS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 


Write Pres. Wilbert W. White for catalogue’ 
B'BLE COLLEGE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


THE m2 NUINE, MENE ELY B E L L 5 
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| The City 
Sunday-School 


By Frank L. Brown 





























Mr. Brown's practical booklet 
on the above subject contains a 
large number of printed forms, 
records, letters, and blanks, 
which Mr. Brown has used suc- 





experts that the | 
starchy portion of entire wheat and bar- | 
ley flours is transformed into a true and | 


cessfully in his Sunday-school 
—now the next to the largest in 
the world. Limp cover. 
Price, 25 cents, net. 
Order from your bookseller, or from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, ae J 
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Chair Seats 


OLD CHAIRS MADE NEW with “ Universal” 
_ Chair Seat. You put them on. Strong yet easil 
otieone. Hammer and scissors only tools conted 
Suld by dealers. Send for circular. Eureka Chair 
Seat Co., 140 East Washington St., Syracuse, N. Y. 








Typewriters 


MY MOTTO—Honorable Dealing. _Remingtons, 

Smith Premiers, Densmores, Fay-Sholes and 30 
different makes. 5,000 in stock—$15 to $60. Factory 
rebuilts warranted 1 year. Send for booklet. Dan’‘l 
A. Mahoney, Dept. S. S., 345 Broadway, New York. 


Help Wanted 


SCHOOL TEACHERS, Clergymen and others, out 
of employment or desiring to better their condition, 
will hear of an attractive and profitable occupation by 














addressing C. A. Nichols Co.,Pubs., Springfield, Mass. 
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THE BUTCHER 
¥ SPOTLESS 








This is the Butcher of Spotless Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no 


. 


eer like cleanly 
meray geen 1 hat is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 

















All ; 
Good Writers 
“All Spencerian Pens are good writers. 


‘ Stub, cireular pointed, engrossing, draw- 
fng, oF any other of the dozens of tyles of 


Spencerian Pens—there’s no blot and 
to spoil your work, easy, velvety writers. 


All x4 
STEEL PENS 
have smooth and carefully ground points. Per- 


fect temper, great elasticity. Send 6 cents-in 
stamps for sample card of 12, all different. 


SPENCERIAN PEN CO., ©) 


Broadway, 
New York. 











Bad Dreams 
* 
Frequently Due to Coffee Drinking 

One of the common symptoms of cof- 
fee poisoning is the bad dreams that 
spoil what should be restful sleep. A 
man who found the reason says: 

‘‘ Formerly I was a slave to coffee. I 
was like a morphine fiend, could not 
sleep at night, would roll and toss in my 
bed, and when I did get to sleep was dis- 
turbed by dreams and hobgoblins, would 
wake up with headaches and feel bad all 
day; so nervous I could not attend to 
business. My writing looked like bird 
tracks, I had sour belchings from the 


pitation of the heart, constipation, irre- 
gularity of the kidneys, etc. 


troubles that human flesh could suffer, 
but when a friend advised me to leave 
off coffee I felt as if he had insulted me. 


hold on me, and I refused to believe it 
the cause. 





ever given at a more needed time, for I 
finally consented totry Postum, and with 
the going of coffee and the coming of 
Postum all my troubles have gone and 


fair hand (as you can see), can attend to 
business again, and rejoice that I am free 
from the monster coffee.”’ 

Ten days’ trial of Postum in place of 


coffee will bring sound, restful, refresh- | 
Read | 


ing sleep. ‘‘There’s a Reason.” 
‘: The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. Some 
physicians call it ‘‘a little health classic.” 





stomach, indigestion, heartburn and pal- | 


‘Indeed, I began to feel I had all the | 


I could not bear the idea, it had such a- 


‘* But it turned out that no advice was | 


health has returned. I eat and sleep well | 
, now, nerves steadied down, and I write a | 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 15, 1907. God’s 
omniscience (Isa. 40 ; 12-31). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The deep things (Job 12 : 22-25). 
‘TUEs.—No hiding from Him (Job 34 : 


18-25). 
WED.—*‘ Looketh from Heaven" (Psa. . 
2 I2- 22). 
THURS. —"' In every place "’ (Prov. 15 : 1-3). 
FRI.—Gives wisdom (Dan. 2 : 19-22). 
SaT.—No escape (Amos g : 1-4). 











Point out the comfort in the thought, ‘‘ He 
knows.”’ 


en” in which we may get wisdom from 
od. 


Why God's omniscience should make us 
humble. 
OD, who is everywhere, knows 


everything. ‘* All things are 
naked and opened,” says the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, ‘to the eyes of 
Him with whom we have todo. Neither 


fest in his sight.” All outward things 
are under His sight. ‘‘ Thou art a God 
who sees things,” exclaimed Hagar. 
“The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place,”’ says the Book of Proverbs. ‘‘ His 
eyes are upon all the ways of the children 
of men,” declares Jeremiah. And not 
only ali our acts and ways, but our inner 
thoughts, are open to God. 
word of God is quick and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 





marrow, and is a discoverer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.’’ ‘*O 
| Lord, thou has searched me and known 
me,” cries the Psalmist. ‘Thou know- 
est my downsitting and my uprising. 
Thou knowest my thought afar off.” 
And not our thought, only, but all our 
, inner character, which indeed our secret 
thoughts betray, is open to God. 


of men.” God knows all. 

This is part of the shame of sin. God 
sees it all. We think no one is looking, 
that so long as it 1s dark no one sees, or 
that so long as it is within our own im- 
agination, we have it guarded securely. 
But God knows. Nodarkness hides from 

| him, and from him no secrets are hid, 

| and it is this which makes us ashamed. 
Because sin cannot look God in the eyes. 

| It hides as far as itcan from man’s view, 

| but its shame comes because it cannot 
hide from: God, ‘To escape from any 
chance of God's knowledge of our wrong- 
doing or wrong-thinking, we must re- 
frain, by his grace, from what would 
make us ashamed. 


God’s knowledge of sin carries judg- 
ment. ‘' The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the sinful kingdom to destroy it.” ‘I 
will — my eyes and smite every house 
with blindness.” ‘*Mine eye will not 
spare.”’ These are God's declarations 
through the prophets. He wili not let 
any sin go without its consequence, 
However successfully it may appear to 
have escaped, God will prevail against it. 

But the gee gp of God’s knowledge 
is a thought of comfort and joy. He 
understands all our sorrows and strug- 
gles, and is ready with his sympathy 
and love. In our struggle we may say, 
‘‘I am all alone. The world sees my 
failure and defeat, but it does not know 
how hard I tried, or the bitterness of my 
anguish. No one knows. The battle 
was allin vain.” But God knew all the 
time. Christ’s understanding is in God. 


** Well I know thy trial, 

O my servant, true, 
Thou art very weary, 

I was weary, too.’’ 


He knows,and judges not by the result 
but hy the effort and the trust we put in 
him. 
| And he knows our need in order to 
help us with his great strength. ‘ The | 
|eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 
him to deliver their soul from death.” 





is there any creature that is not mani- | 


‘*For the | 


piercing even to the dividing asunder of | 
the soul and spirit, and of the joints and | 


** His | 
eyes behold, his eyelids try the children | 


“Phe eyes of the Lord,” said Hanani, 
the seer; to-Asa of Judah, ‘‘run to and 
fro throughout the earth, to show him- 
self strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward him!” He is no 
mere spectator of our needs. He is our 
— helper, our strength, our redeemer. 

e may live in fear and joy and confi- 
dence in the new knowledge that he 
knows all our life, and is living it in us 
and with us. 

* 


‘*Thou God seest me” ought to be to 
us a word of great joy. 


<< 


Ask Marion Lawrance 


Where may I learn about the methods of 
organized and adult Bible classes ? 

Send to the International Sunday School 
Association, Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary, 806 Hartford Building, Chicago, Illi- 
nois, for samples of the leaflets bearing upon 
this subject. The samples are free. 





Is it best to have a Sunday-school picnic 
at the beginning or end of the summer season ? 

This depends on circumstances. I like 
the end of the season the best, just at the 
opening of the public schools. The attend- 
ance will likely be larger at that time, the 
| weather is generally more favorable, and the 
picnic serves as a sort of rally preceding the 
regular Rally Day, which generally comes 
the last of September. Preparations for a 
late picnic of this sort help to maintain the 
interest during the summer, 








Will you kindly let me know of pictures for 
a boys’ class room. Let me know where I 
could get them. 

Pictures have a great influence and ought 
to be wisely chosen. A woman who had 
several sons was grieving because every one 
of them had gone to sea, and 'she was wonder- 
ing why it was, for she never wanted any 
of them to be seamen. Her pastor told her 
it was easy enough to understand why when 
| the walls of every room of her house were 
decorated with pictures of the sea and of great 
ships. Pictures are educators. 

The first picture I would put into such a 
room would be the picture of the Boy Jesus, 
after Hofmann. This can be had in life size 
at any picture store as cheap as $1.00, without 
the frame. I do not know of any other 
picture better adapted for such use than the 
pictures of some noted men whose characters 
| can be pointed to with safety, .There might 
also be put into the room pictures of some 





of the early missionaries of the denomination + 
to which the church belongs. ‘Christ the 
Good Shepherd,’ ‘‘ Christ knocking at the 
Door,’’ 
place. If miscellaneous pictures are put in, 
I should avoid those of battles or of any other 
kind that would not lead the mind to pure 
and godly thoughts and proper aspirations. 
I would not put in a picture of a gladiator. 
Beautiful pictures and very inexpensive, can 
| now. be had of architectural designs and old 





| ruins which are beautiful and educational as 


well, such as the Colosseum, the Arch of 
Titus, the Acropolis, etc., etc. I would give 
a place of honor also to the picture of any 
boy in the class who had lost his life in trying 
to save another life or had done some heroic 
deed. The cabinet-sized photographs of the 
members of the class who had died put to- 
gether in a frame would keep the memory 
bright and the hearts tender. A picture of a 
former teacher would also be proper. 


~ CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A.—I am superintendent 
of a ey oe <> aod have for -_— 
ears tried, nm public and private, 10 o| 
tain a ter ‘duane of punctuality on the 

rts of both teachers and scholars. We have 

en pretty successful except in the case of one 
teacher who lives far away from the church, 
and the pastor who lives next door. ‘The 
teacher will come on time sometimes, but the 
pastor has not been present at the opening ex- 
ercises for a long } ag and since I calléd his 
attention to it, he comes later than ever. 
you suggest a remedy ?—A. F. S. 

There is but one way to get a Sunday- 
school to be punctual, and that is to be 
punctual. Always start on time. Conduct 
your exercises in such a way that all who are 
late will be made to feel it, and to know 
that they have detracted from the services as 
a whole. 

Of course, this must not be carried too 
far, for it often happens that people are late 
when they are not at fault. If that teacher 
is carelessly late every Sunday, a plain, lov- 
ing talk should be the next thing on the 
program. He should be made to feel that 
avoidable tardiness is a crime in Sunday- 
school work. If it is unavoidable, then an- 
other teacher should be procured for the 
class, for no teacher who is habitually late 
can hope for success. 

In regard to your pastor, however, we 
must be very sure of our ground before say- 
ing anything about it. Perhaps your pastor 
is a good pastor, and is doing his duty in 
every other respect faithfully, and does not 
realize the importance of being on time. 
Perhaps he has not been sufficiently exposed 
to the Sunday-school germ to take the dis- 
ease. Perhaps his health interferes. A 
plain, loving talk here would do a lot of good, 
I think. Jf it ts simply a matter of careless- 
ness, how would it do.to have the teachers 
adopt a printed form of opening the school, 
the very first feature of which was some 
number to be taken by the pastor, and have 
it so indicated on the exercise. I should not 
adopt this myself, but present it to the teach- 
ers, and have them adopt it as a whole. 
Then when you are opening the school and 
come to the part marked for the pastor, if he 
is not present, you can quietly say something 
like this: ‘‘Our pastor not having arrived, 
will Brother So-and-So please read his 
part?’’ I am sure if this is kept up any 


Can 


are both choice pictures for such a | length of time, the pastor will receive numer- 


ous reminders of his delinquency. 

The day is fast approaching when churches 
will no longer desire pastors who are not 
actively associated with their own Sunday- 
schools, so far as it is possible for them to do 
so. One of the first questions now asked by 
the average church when seeking a pastor is 
this: ‘‘Is he a Sunday-school man? ’”’ 
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Reports and 


Sunday-School Records, 


Recognitions 


By E. A. FOX 


Secretary of the Kentucky Sunday-School Association 
and President of the Field Workers’ Association 





This is No. 6 of the popular ‘‘ Times’? Hand-Book series. The other 
five booklets are having a large and constantly increasing sale, and this 
one, no doubt, will prove to be in as great demand. 

In a thoroughly practical and clear manner it gives instruction in 
the matter of keeping various records, of making reports on all occa. 
sions, and of giving rewards, diplomas, etc. Many forms, blanks, and 
other devices are illustrated; altogether the book is of great practical 
value, and will prove almost indispensable to the busy secretary and 
other officers of any Sunday-school, large or small. While of great help 
to the large school, it will be found equally useful to the secretary of the 
smaller school. Published in good, attractive style; board covers. 
Price, 50 cents, net, postpaid. Order through your regular bookseller 
or direct from the publishers, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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